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A crucial topic in Catholic-Orthodox ecumenical dialogue is the nature
and exercise of universal primacy in the church. In 1995, Pope John
Paul II expressed the hope that pastors and theologians of both churches
might seek ways in which the papal ministry could accomplish "a
service of love recognized by all concerned" (Ut Unum Sint). In this
short and penetrating study, Paul McPartlan, a member of the international
Roman Catholic-Orthodox theological dialogue, presents a
proposal, carefully argued both historically and theologically, for a primacy
exercising a service of love in a reconciled church, West and East.

McPartlan builds on the substantial foundation already laid in the
dialogue for an understanding of the church in terms of the Eucharist.
Eucharistic ecclesiology has been one of the most remarkable developments
in the theological renewal of recent decades. Drawing particularly
on scriptural and patristic teaching, it offers a highly promising framework
for resolving this most sensitive and difficult of issues?recognizing
the bishop of Rome as the focal point and servant of the Eucharistic
communion among bishops. Vatican II directed that those working for
reconciliation between Catholics and Orthodox pay close attention to the
relationships that pertained between the Eastern churches and the see of
Rome before the split of 1054. McPartlan seeks to do just that, notably incorporating
the teaching of the council on the role of the papacy to craft a
proposal that may commend itself to Catholics and to Orthodox.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:

Paul McPartlan is Carl J. Peter Professor of Systematic Theology and Ecumenism
at the Catholic University of America. He is a member of the International Theological
Commission and the Joint International Commission for Theological Dialogue
between the Roman Catholic Church and the Orthodox Church. A contributor to the
recently published Theology Today: Perspectives, Principles, and Criteria by the
International Theological Commission, McPartlan also is the author of The Eucharist
Makes the Church: Henri de Lubac and John Zizioulas in Dialogue and Sacrament of Salvation: An
Introduction to Eucharistic Ecclesiology.
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From reader reviews:

Connie Simpson:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important for people. The book A Service of Love: Papal Primacy, the Eucharist, and Church
Unity was making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is
quite advantages for you. The guide A Service of Love: Papal Primacy, the Eucharist, and Church Unity is
not only giving you considerably more new information but also to be your friend when you really feel
bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship while
using book A Service of Love: Papal Primacy, the Eucharist, and Church Unity. You never truly feel lose out
for everything when you read some books.

Gregory Howard:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This A Service of Love: Papal Primacy, the
Eucharist, and Church Unity is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this book
serves what you want and wish in this era.

Stacey Thompson:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this A Service of Love: Papal Primacy, the
Eucharist, and Church Unity publication written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book
which can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written throughout good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still uncertainty A
Service of Love: Papal Primacy, the Eucharist, and Church Unity as good book not simply by the cover but
also from the content. This is one book that can break don't ascertain book by its protect, so do you still
needing an additional sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already
alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Frances Coffey:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we
can know everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year ended up being exactly added. This book A Service of Love: Papal Primacy, the Eucharist, and Church
Unity was filled about science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your research
competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit from a
book, you can feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book which you
wanted.
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