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"Show me a hero and I will write you a tragedy," said F. Scott Fitzgerald. Perhaps no event in American
history better illustrates this view than the Civil War and its principal players in the years after the conflict.
The value of military glory and ties to greatness would turn toward the tragic even among the victors—like
earthquake survivors stumbling into another world, simply trying to make a new life. Their struggle would
be a constant tug back toward a destroyed past, and a confrontation with the reality of being strangers in their
own land.

David Hardin's stories of eleven such figures are revealing and touching: the explosive romance between
Jefferson Davis's daughter and the grandson of a Yankee abolitionist; the struggle between the irreligious
William T. Sherman and his devout Catholic wife for the soul of their unstable son; the bankrupt Ulysses
Grant's heroic race to complete his memoirs and provide for his family while dying of cancer. These are
among the stories and people in After the War, which also includes the Southern diarist Mary Chesnut, the
luckless Confederate John Bell Hood, the sometimes Klan leader Nathan Bedford Forrest, the shopaholic
Mary Lincoln, the gentlemanly Joe Johnston, the mythological Robert E. Lee, the underappreciated Union
general George Thomas, and the plucky Libbie Custer, who defended her husband best known for his
reckless disaster.

Whether Northerner or Southerner, their lives did not end at Appomattox. Their dissimilar outcomes are a
feast of irony and, collectively, a portrait of national change. With eleven black-and-white photographs.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Goodell:

This After the War: The Lives and Images of Major Civil War Figures After the Shooting Stopped tend to be
reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The main reason of this After the War: The
Lives and Images of Major Civil War Figures After the Shooting Stopped can be one of several great books
you must have is giving you more than just simple reading food but feed you with information that might be
will shock your prior knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and
whenever your conditions in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this After the War: The Lives and Images
of Major Civil War Figures After the Shooting Stopped forcing you to have an enormous of experience for
example rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that could it useful in your day pastime. So ,
let's have it and enjoy reading.

Marguerite Boutte:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title After the War: The
Lives and Images of Major Civil War Figures After the Shooting Stopped suitable to you? The actual book
was written by well-known writer in this era. The particular book untitled After the War: The Lives and
Images of Major Civil War Figures After the Shooting Stoppedis the main of several books that will
everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this book you
will enter the new shape that you ever know prior to. The author explained their strategy in the simple way,
consequently all of people can easily to recognise the core of this guide. This book will give you a lots of
information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Mary Stock:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this After the War: The Lives and Images of
Major Civil War Figures After the Shooting Stopped publication written by well-known writer who knows
well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written throughout good
manner for you, leaking every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still
skepticism After the War: The Lives and Images of Major Civil War Figures After the Shooting Stopped as
good book not merely by the cover but also with the content. This is one publication that can break don't
determine book by its include, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your
reading through sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Don Numbers:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This After the War: The Lives and Images of
Major Civil War Figures After the Shooting Stopped can be the respond to, oh how comes? The new book
you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand-new era is



common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?
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