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Freedom on the Fatal Shore brings together John Hirst's two books on the early history of New South Wales.
Both are classic accounts which have had a profound effect on the understanding of our history. This
combined edition includes a new foreword by the author.

Convicts with their "own time", convicts with legal rights, convicts making money, convicts getting drunk -
what sort of prison was this? Hirst describes how the convict colony actually worked and how Australian
democracy came into being, despite the opposition of the most powerful. He writes: "This was not a society
that had to become free; its freedoms were well established from the earliest times."

“Colonial Australia was a more ‘normal’ place than one might imagine from the folkloric picture of society
governed by the lash and the triangle, composed of groaning white slaves tyrannised by ruthless masters. The
book that best conveys this and has rightly become a landmark in recent studies of the System is J.B. Hirst’s
Convict Society and Its Enemies.” —Robert Hughes, The Fatal Shore

“Anyone with an interest in Australian political culture will find The Strange Birth of Colonial Democracy
invaluable.” —Professor Colin Hughes, former Electoral Commissioner for the Commonwealth

John Hirst was a member of the History Department at La Trobe University from 1968 to 2007. He has
written many books on Australian history, including Convict Society and Its Enemies, The Strange Birth of
Colonial Democracy, The Sentimental Nation, Sense and Nonsense in Australian History and The Shortest
History of Europe.
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From reader reviews:

Angeline Stallings:

The book Freedom on the Fatal Shore: Australia's First Colony make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You
need to use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you
getting anxiety or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading through a book Freedom on
the Fatal Shore: Australia's First Colony for being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like
add your capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if
you like start and read a book Freedom on the Fatal Shore: Australia's First Colony. Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this
reserve?

Paula Salas:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new facts. When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various
ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine
the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read
this Freedom on the Fatal Shore: Australia's First Colony, you may tells your family, friends along with soon
about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a reserve.

Ana Jimenez:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their very own reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are
many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their expertise in
writing, they also doing some study before they write for their book. One of them is this Freedom on the
Fatal Shore: Australia's First Colony.

Marcella Cook:

You can spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This Freedom on the Fatal Shore: Australia's First
Colony is simple to bring you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did
not have got much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you quicker
to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when you buy this book.
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