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American adaptations of Aristophanes’ enduring comedy Lysistrata have used laughter to critique sex, war,
and feminism for nearly a century. Unlike almost any other play circulating in contemporary theatres,
Lysistrata has outlived its classical origins in 411 BCE and continues to shock and delight audiences to this
day. The play’s "make love not war" message and bawdy humor render it endlessly appealing to college
campuses, activist groups, and community theatres – so much so that none of Aristophanes’ plays are
performed in the West as frequently as Lysistrata.

Starting with the play’s first mainstream production in the U.S. in 1930, Emily B. Klein explores the varied
iterations of Lysistrata that have graced the American stage, page, and screen since the Great Depression.
These include the Federal Theatre’s 1936 Negro Repertory production, the 1955 movie musical The Second
Greatest Sex and Spiderwoman Theater’s openly political Lysistrata Numbah!, as well as Douglas Carter
Beane’s Broadway musical, Lysistrata Jones, and the international Lysistrata Project protests, which updated
the classic in the contemporary context of the Iraq War.

Although Aristophanes’ oeuvre has been the subject of much classical scholarship, Lysistrata has received
little attention from feminist theatre scholars or performance theorists. In response, this book maps current
debates over Lysistrata’s dubious feminist underpinnings and uses performance theory, cultural studies, and
gender studies to investigate how new adaptations reveal the socio-political climates of their origins.

Emily B. Klein is Assistant Professor of English and Drama at Saint Mary's College of California. Her work
has appeared in Women and Performance and Frontiers as well as Political and Protest Theater After 9/11:
Patriotic Dissent (Routledge, 2012).
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From reader reviews:

Beverly Hummell:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Sex and War on the American Stage:
Lysistrata in performance 1930-2012 publication written by well-known writer we are excited for well how
to make book that can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written inside good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still skepticism Sex
and War on the American Stage: Lysistrata in performance 1930-2012 as good book not only by the cover
but also from the content. This is one e-book that can break don't ascertain book by its protect, so do you still
needing another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why
you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Joseph Mattie:

Beside this kind of Sex and War on the American Stage: Lysistrata in performance 1930-2012 in your phone,
it can give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you
may got here is fresh from your oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an outdated people live in
narrow town. It is good thing to have Sex and War on the American Stage: Lysistrata in performance 1930-
2012 because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you occasionally have book
but you rarely get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in the hand. The
Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still
want to miss that? Find this book and read it from right now!

Regina Nichols:

You can obtain this Sex and War on the American Stage: Lysistrata in performance 1930-2012 by look at the
bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties on
your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only through written or printed but also can you enjoy
this book by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your
reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to
choose proper ways for you.

Helen Scott:

That book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Sex and War on the American Stage: Lysistrata
in performance 1930-2012 was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Sex and
War on the American Stage: Lysistrata in performance 1930-2012 has many kinds or type. Start from kids
until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character on
there. So , not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose
the best book in your case and try to like reading this.
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