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Fonts are everywhere. You may even have a favorite serif or sans serif. But have you ever wondered who
took the bold steps to create it? Behind every great font is a great story, and, in this fascinating cultural
history, graphic designer and design writer Simon Loxley covers more than five hundred years in the history
of typography—from the oldest printed typeface used in the Gutenberg Bible right up to the present day.

Type is Beautiful traces the history of fifty remarkable fonts. Thoroughly researched and visually exciting, it
takes readers through the story of each font’s creation and distinct characteristics, as well as why it
succeeded or failed. Some of the fonts were commissioned for major commercial or cultural projects.
Edward Johnston’s iconic Johnston Sans, for instance, was created for the London Underground and
remained there exclusively until a redesign in the 1980s. Other fonts became culturally significant
unintentionally. The designer of the controversial Comic Sans created the typeface to fill the need for a font
to fit the speech bubbles for a Microsoft program, never expecting it to become one of the world’s
favorite—and most-maligned—fonts. Along the way, Loxley gives readers an unforgettable cast of
characters, including Johannes Gutenberg, William Caslon, Nicolas Jenson, Stanley Morison, William
Morris, and Thomas Cobden-Sanderson, the English artist and bookbinder who famously “bequeathed” the
unique metal type created for his failed Doves Press to the Thames, casting the type into the river to prevent
its future use.

Brimming with fascinating facts, Type is Beautiful is a highly informative and entertaining trip through a
lesser-known aspect of history that turns out to have major significance for print and design culture. From
Blackletter to Baskerville and Bodoni, you will find yourself looking at fonts with a newfound appreciation.
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Farr:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know what type you should start with. This Type is Beautiful: The Story of Fifty
Remarkable Fonts is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves
what you want and need in this era.

Enrique Myers:

The book Type is Beautiful: The Story of Fifty Remarkable Fonts will bring you to the new experience of
reading a new book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to
study, this book very ideal to you. The book Type is Beautiful: The Story of Fifty Remarkable Fonts is much
recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can quicker to read
the book.

Sara Matthews:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And also
you know that little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important and also book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to something by
book. Different categories of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this Type is
Beautiful: The Story of Fifty Remarkable Fonts.

Connie Curtis:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the book Type is Beautiful: The Story of Fifty
Remarkable Fonts to make your current reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading talent is
developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and
mingle the impression about book and looking at especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to
open a book and learn it. Beside that the publication Type is Beautiful: The Story of Fifty Remarkable Fonts
can to be your brand-new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of the
time.
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