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Henry Theodore Titus (1822–1881) was the quintessential adventurer, soldier of fortune, and small-time
entrepreneur, a man for whom any frontier—geographical, cultural, social—was an opportunity for
advancement. Although born in Trenton, New Jersey, and raised in New York and Pennsylvania, Titus bore
no allegiance to his native soil or the Yankee values of his ancestors. In the 1850s he became a staunch
defender of southern slavery, United States expansionism into the Caribbean Basin, and ultimately the
Confederacy’s war of disunion. In Colonel Henry Theodore Titus, the first full-length biography of Titus,
Antonio Rafael de la Cova reveals a man whose life and adventures offer glimpses into nineteenth-century
America not often examined; these indicate the extent to which personal and collective violence, racial
prejudice, and moral ambiguities shaped the country at the time.

Belligerent, intemperate, egomaniacal, and of imposing stature, Titus was the bête noire of the abolitionist
press. Despite his northern roots, he became a caricature of the southern braggart and frontier opportunist.
National newspapers followed his reckless exploits during most of his adult life. Titus fought brawls in the
saloons of luxury hotels and narrowly escaped the hangman’s noose as a Border Ruffian leader in Bleeding
Kansas, a Nicaraguan firing squad as a filibuster, and death in a Comanche ambush in Texas. He nearly
prompted an international incident between the United States and Great Britain when he was arrested in
Nicaragua for threatening to shoot a British naval officer and disparaging the queen of England. The colonel
was jailed in New York City for disorderly conduct and trying “to organize the desperate classes for a riot.”

During his lifetime Titus held more than a dozen occupations, including sawmill owner, postal inspector,
soldier of fortune, grocer, planing mill salesman, farmer, slave overseer, turtler, bartender, land speculator,
and hotel keeper. He pursued silver mining in the Gadsden Purchase portion of the Arizona Territory where
his brother was killed and their hacienda destroyed by Apaches. Despite his violent character and his pro-
Confederate values, Titus was politically savvy. He did not take up arms during the Civil War. After a brief
stint as assistant quartermaster in the Florida militia, he returned to civilian life and sold foodstuffs and slave
labor to the Confederacy. Florida Reconstruction governors later appointed him as notary public and justice
of the peace.

Rheumatism and gout kept Titus bound to a wheelchair during the last few years of his life when he became
an avid civic leader. His greatest legacy was ironically his most benign. Borrowing today’s equivalent
income value sum of half a million dollars, he established a grocery store and a sawmill in a hardscrabble
Florida frontier settlement that became the city of Titusville, the county seat of Brevard County and tourist
gateway to Cape Canaveral and the Kennedy Space Center.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Ruiz:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the publication entitled Colonel Henry Theodore Titus: Antebellum Soldier of
Fortune and Florida Pioneer. Try to the actual book Colonel Henry Theodore Titus: Antebellum Soldier of
Fortune and Florida Pioneer as your buddy. It means that it can to become your friend when you really feel
alone and beside that of course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your
needs. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So
, let me make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Arthur Lee:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book allowed Colonel Henry Theodore
Titus: Antebellum Soldier of Fortune and Florida Pioneer? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You
already know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you
agree with their opinion or you have various other opinion?

Christine Mata:

This Colonel Henry Theodore Titus: Antebellum Soldier of Fortune and Florida Pioneer book is not really
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book will
be information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you read a
lot of information you will get. This kind of Colonel Henry Theodore Titus: Antebellum Soldier of Fortune
and Florida Pioneer without we comprehend teach the one who reading through it become critical in
contemplating and analyzing. Don't be worry Colonel Henry Theodore Titus: Antebellum Soldier of Fortune
and Florida Pioneer can bring if you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' come to be full
because you can have it within your lovely laptop even phone. This Colonel Henry Theodore Titus:
Antebellum Soldier of Fortune and Florida Pioneer having good arrangement in word in addition to layout,
so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

William Henderson:

The reserve with title Colonel Henry Theodore Titus: Antebellum Soldier of Fortune and Florida Pioneer
includes a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This
particular book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the
world right now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This book will bring
you inside new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the



item anywhere you want.
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