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Now fully updated and totally revised, this highly regarded classic remains the most comprehensive study
available of America’s military history.

Called “the preeminent survey of American military history” by Russell F. Weigley, America’s foremost
military historian, For the Common Defense is an essential contribution to the field of military history. This
carefully researched third edition provides the most complete and current history of United States defense
policy and military institutions and the conduct of America’s wars. Without diminishing the value of its
earlier editions, authors Allan R. Millett, Peter Maslowski, and William B. Feis provide a fresh perspective
on the continuing issues that characterize national security policy. They have updated the work with new
material covering nearly twenty years of scholarship, including the history of the American military
experience in the Balkans and Somalia, analyzing the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan from 2001 to 2012, and
providing two new chapters on the Vietnam War.

For the Common Defense examines the nation’s pluralistic military institutions in both peace and war, the
tangled civil-military relations that created the country’s commitment to civilian control of the military, the
armed forces’ increasing nationalization and professionalization, and America’s growing reliance on
sophisticated technologies spawned by the Industrial Revolution and the Computer and Information Ages.
This edition is also a timely reminder that vigilance is indeed the price of liberty but that vigilance has
always been—and continues to be—a costly, complex, and contentious undertaking in a world that
continually tests America’s willingness and ability to provide for the common defense.
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From reader reviews:

Earl Goodman:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name For the Common
Defense suitable to you? The actual book was written by popular writer in this era. The book untitled For the
Common Defenseis one of several books in which everyone read now. That book was inspired a number of
people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new dimension that you ever know previous
to. The author explained their idea in the simple way, so all of people can easily to understand the core of
this publication. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. To help you see
the represented of the world with this book.

Donald Hamann:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this For the Common Defense book
written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who also
read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for
eliminate your current hunger then you still hesitation For the Common Defense as good book not only by
the cover but also by the content. This is one guide that can break don't ascertain book by its deal with, so do
you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense
already said so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Nancy Kline:

The book untitled For the Common Defense contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains the
girl idea with easy method. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do definitely not
worry, you can easy to read it. The book was published by famous author. The author gives you in the new
era of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or gadget,
so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available
their official web-site and order it. Have a nice study.

Jennifer Fountain:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This For the Common Defense can be the solution, oh
how comes? It's a book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this
completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?
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