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An extensive examination of the history of gnosticism and how its philosophy has influenced the Western
esoteric tradition

• Explains how the Gnostic understanding of self-realization is embodied in the esoteric traditions of the
Rosicrucians and Freemasons

• Explores how gnosticism continues to influence contemporary spirituality

• Shows gnosticism to be a philosophical key that helps spiritual seekers "remember" their higher selves

Gnosticism was a contemporary of early Christianity, and its demise can be traced to Christianity's efforts to
silence its teachings. The Gnostic message, however, was not destroyed but simply went underground.
Starting with the first emergence of Gnosticism, the author shows how its influence extended from the
teachings of neo-Platonists and the magical traditions of the Middle Ages to the beliefs and ideas of the
Sufis, Jacob B????, Carl Jung, Rudolf Steiner, and the Rosicrucians and Freemasons. In the language of
spiritual freemasonry, gnosis is the rejected stone necessary for the completion of the Temple, a Temple of a
new cosmic understanding that today's heirs to Gnosticism continue to strive to create.

The Gnostics believed that the universe embodies a ceaseless contest between opposing principles.
Terrestrial life exhibits the struggle between good and evil, life and death, beauty and ugliness, and
enlightenment and ignorance: gnosis and agnosis. The very nature of physical space and time are obstacles to
humanity's ability to remember its divine origins and recover its original unity with God. Thus the
preeminent gnostic secret is that we are God in potential and the purpose of bona fide gnostic teaching is to
return us to our godlike nature.

Tobias Churton is a filmmaker and the founding editor of the magazine Freemasonry Today. He studied
theology at Oxford University and created the award-winning documentary series and accompanying book
The Gnostics, as well as several other films on Christian doctrine, mysticism, and magical folklore. He lives
in England.
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From reader reviews:

Judy Finley:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important normally. The book Gnostic Philosophy: From Ancient Persia to
Modern Times had been making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more
information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The guide Gnostic Philosophy: From Ancient Persia
to Modern Times is not only giving you far more new information but also being your friend when you truly
feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship using the book
Gnostic Philosophy: From Ancient Persia to Modern Times. You never really feel lose out for everything in
the event you read some books.

Jeremy Windham:

Typically the book Gnostic Philosophy: From Ancient Persia to Modern Times has a lot details on it. So
when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was compiled by the very famous author. This
articles author makes some research just before write this book. This book very easy to read you will get the
point easily after reading this book.

Nicholas Buchanan:

Why? Because this Gnostic Philosophy: From Ancient Persia to Modern Times is an unordinary book that
the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will jolt you with the secret this inside.
Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such remarkable way makes
the content within easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So ,
it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This excellent
book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book include such as help improving your skill and your
critical thinking means. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I have been you I will go to the
publication store hurriedly.

Walter Telford:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find book that need more
time to be study. Gnostic Philosophy: From Ancient Persia to Modern Times can be your answer since it can
be read by a person who have those short time problems.
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