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Oft-referenced and frequently set to music, Psalm 137 - which begins "By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat
down, yea, we wept, when we remembered Zion" - has become something of a cultural touchstone for music
and Christianity across the Atlantic world. It has been a top single more than once in the 20th century, from
Don McLean's haunting Anglo-American folk cover to Boney M's West Indian disco mix. In Song of Exile,
David Stowe uses a wide-ranging, interdisciplinary approach that combines personal interviews, historical
overview, and textual analysis to demonstrate the psalm's enduring place in popular culture.

The line that begins Psalm 137 - one of the most lyrical of the Hebrew Bible - has been used since its genesis
to evoke the grief and protest of exiled, displaced, or marginalized communities. Despite the psalm's
popularity, little has been written about its reception during the more than 2,500 years since the Babylonian
exile. Stowe locates its use in the American Revolution and the Civil Rights movement, and internationally
by anti-colonial Jamaican Rastafari and immigrants from Ireland, Korea, and Cuba. He studies musical
references ranging from the Melodians' Rivers of Babylon to the score in Kazakh film Tulpan.

Stowe concludes by exploring the presence and absence in modern culture of the often-ignored final words:
"Happy shall he be, that taketh and dasheth thy little ones against the stones." Usually excised from liturgy
and forgotten by scholars, Stowe finds these words echoed in modern occurrences of genocide and ethnic
cleansing, and more generally in the culture of vengeance that has existed in North America from the earliest
conflicts with Native Americans.

Based on numerous interviews with musicians, theologians, and writers, Stowe reconstructs the rich and
varied reception history of this widely used, yet mysterious, text.
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From reader reviews:

Julie Ross:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important for all of us. The book Song of Exile: The Enduring Mystery of Psalm
137 had been making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is
extremely advantages for you. The publication Song of Exile: The Enduring Mystery of Psalm 137 is not
only giving you far more new information but also for being your friend when you sense bored. You can
spend your own personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship while using book Song of
Exile: The Enduring Mystery of Psalm 137. You never experience lose out for everything if you read some
books.

Wilma Shay:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept Song of
Exile: The Enduring Mystery of Psalm 137 suitable to you? The particular book was written by well known
writer in this era. The particular book untitled Song of Exile: The Enduring Mystery of Psalm 137is a single
of several books that will everyone read now. This book was inspired many people in the world. When you
read this book you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know ahead of. The author explained
their concept in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to recognise the core of this reserve. This
book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of
the world on this book.

Jennifer Garza:

The guide untitled Song of Exile: The Enduring Mystery of Psalm 137 is the guide that recommended to you
to read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to a person. The language that creator
use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of investigation when
write the book, and so the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-
book of Song of Exile: The Enduring Mystery of Psalm 137 from the publisher to make you much more
enjoy free time.

Robert Carroll:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but also novel and Song of Exile: The Enduring Mystery of
Psalm 137 or perhaps others sources were given information for you. After you know how the fantastic a
book, you feel need to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or perhaps students
especially. Those publications are helping them to include their knowledge. In various other case, beside
science book, any other book likes Song of Exile: The Enduring Mystery of Psalm 137 to make your spare
time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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