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Based on the rare and until now overlooked journal of a Renaissance-era executioner, the noted historian Joel
F. Harrington's The Faithful Executioner takes us deep inside the alien world and thinking of Meister Frantz
Schmidt of Nuremberg, who, during forty-five years as a professional executioner, personally put to death
394 individuals and tortured, flogged, or disfigured many hundreds more. But the picture that emerges of
Schmidt from his personal papers is not that of a monster. Could a man who routinely practiced such cruelty
also be insightful, compassionate—even progressive?
In The Faithful Executioner, Harrington vividly re-creates a life filled with stark contrasts, from the young
apprentice's rigorous training under his executioner father to the adult Meister Frantz's juggling of familial
duties with his work in the torture chamber and at the scaffold. With him we encounter brutal highwaymen,
charming swindlers, and tragic unwed mothers accused of infanticide, as well as patrician senators, godly
chaplains, and corrupt prison guards. Harrington teases out the hidden meanings and drama of Schmidt's
journal, uncovering a touching tale of inherited shame and attempted redemption for the social pariah and his
children. The Faithful Executioner offers not just the compelling firsthand perspective of a professional
torturer and killer, but testimony of one man's lifelong struggle to reconcile his bloody craft with his deep
religious faith.
The biography of an ordinary man struggling for his soul, this groundbreaking book also offers an
unparalleled panoramic view of Europe on the cusp of modernity, a society riven by violent conflict at all
levels and encumbered by paranoia, superstition, and abuses of power. Thanks to an extraordinary historical
source and its gifted interpreter, we recognize far more of ourselves than we might have expected in this
intimate portrait of a professional killer from a faraway world.
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From reader reviews:

Gerald James:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys this kind of aren't like that. This The Faithful Executioner: Life and Death, Honor and Shame in
the Turbulent Sixteenth Century book is readable by means of you who hate the perfect word style. You will
find the data here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving actually decrease the
knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer of The Faithful Executioner: Life and Death, Honor and
Shame in the Turbulent Sixteenth Century content conveys prospect easily to understand by lots of people.
The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different available as it. So , do you even
now thinking The Faithful Executioner: Life and Death, Honor and Shame in the Turbulent Sixteenth
Century is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Hayden Roberts:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic within the
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your
free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first thing
you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try look for book, may be the
reserve untitled The Faithful Executioner: Life and Death, Honor and Shame in the Turbulent Sixteenth
Century can be very good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Richard Moyer:

Typically the book The Faithful Executioner: Life and Death, Honor and Shame in the Turbulent Sixteenth
Century has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The
book was authored by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research ahead of write this
book. This specific book very easy to read you will get the point easily after perusing this book.

Helen Williams:

This The Faithful Executioner: Life and Death, Honor and Shame in the Turbulent Sixteenth Century is great
reserve for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who also always deal with
world and have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it information accurately using great plan
word or we can say no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole
information in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tough core information with
lovely delivering sentences. Having The Faithful Executioner: Life and Death, Honor and Shame in the
Turbulent Sixteenth Century in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one
particular. We can say that no guide that offer you world with ten or fifteen moment right but this guide
already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt in which?
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