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From the books of H.G. Wells to the press releases of NASA, we are awash in clichéd claims about high
technology's ability to change the course of history. Now, in The Shock of the Old, David Edgerton offers a
startling new and fresh way of thinking about the history of technology, radically revising our ideas about the
interaction of technology and society in the past and in the present. He challenges us to view the history of
technology in terms of what everyday people have actually used-and continue to use-rather than just
sophisticated inventions. Indeed, many highly touted technologies, from the V-2 rocket to the Concorde jet,
have been costly failures, while many mundane discoveries, like corrugated iron, become hugely important
around the world. Edgerton reassesses the significance of such acclaimed inventions as the Pill and
information technology, and underscores the continued importance of unheralded technology, debunking
many notions about the implications of the "information age." A provocative history, The Shock of the Old
provides an entirely new way of looking historically at the relationship between invention and innovation.
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From reader reviews:

Matthew Blackburn:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yes, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed The Shock of the Old:
Technology and Global History since 1900? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You understand beside
you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it is opinion
or you have other opinion?

James Ronquillo:

The book The Shock of the Old: Technology and Global History since 1900 can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Why must we leave a very important thing like a book The Shock of
the Old: Technology and Global History since 1900? A few of you have a different opinion about
publication. But one aim in which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to
closer along with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, it is possible to give for each
other; you are able to share all of these. Book The Shock of the Old: Technology and Global History since
1900 has simple shape but you know: it has great and big function for you. You can look the enormous world
by start and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Tamara Evans:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying The Shock of the Old:
Technology and Global History since 1900 that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by
reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world
much better then how they react toward the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading habit only
for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all of you who want to
start reading as your good habit, you may pick The Shock of the Old: Technology and Global History since
1900 become your current starter.

Carolyn Ziolkowski:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book but also novel and The Shock of the Old: Technology and Global
History since 1900 or others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly great a
book, you feel need to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or perhaps students
especially. Those ebooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In various other case, beside science
publication, any other book likes The Shock of the Old: Technology and Global History since 1900 to make



your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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