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In 1860 farmers accounted for 60 percent of the American workforce; in 1910, 30.5 percent; by 1994, there
were too few to warrant a separate census category. The changes wrought by the decline of family farming
and the rise of industrial agribusiness typically have been viewed through historical, economic, and political
lenses. But as William Conlogue demonstrates, some of the most vital and incisive debates on the subject
have occurred in a site that is perhaps less obvious--literature.

Conlogue refutes the critical tendency to treat farm-centered texts as pastorals, arguing that such an approach
overlooks the diverse ways these works explore human relationships to the land. His readings of works by
Willa Cather, Ruth Comfort Mitchell, John Steinbeck, Luis Valdez, Ernest Gaines, Jane Smiley, Wendell
Berry, and others reveal that, through agricultural narratives, authors have addressed such wide-ranging
subjects as the impact of technology on people and land, changing gender roles, environmental destruction,
and the exploitation of migrant workers. In short, Conlogue offers fresh perspectives on how writers confront
issues whose site is the farm but whose impact reaches every corner of American society.
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From reader reviews:

Paul McKinney:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book eligible Working the Garden: American
Writers and the Industrialization of Agriculture (Studies in Rural Culture)? Maybe it is to be best activity for
you. You understand beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can cleverer
than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have other opinion?

Lea Severino:

The guide untitled Working the Garden: American Writers and the Industrialization of Agriculture (Studies
in Rural Culture) is the reserve that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the publication
content that will be shown to an individual. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing
something is easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, hence the
information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of
Working the Garden: American Writers and the Industrialization of Agriculture (Studies in Rural Culture)
from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

David Stephenson:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking Working the Garden: American
Writers and the Industrialization of Agriculture (Studies in Rural Culture) that give your enjoyment
preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the way
for people to know world better then how they react to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that
reading practice only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for
all of you who want to start looking at as your good habit, it is possible to pick Working the Garden:
American Writers and the Industrialization of Agriculture (Studies in Rural Culture) become your own
starter.

Stephen Beatty:

Is it anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Working the Garden: American Writers
and the Industrialization of Agriculture (Studies in Rural Culture) can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's
a book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand new era is
common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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