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THIS BOOK WILL HELP YOU

• to appreciate the variety, subtlety and wisdom of a unique philosophical tradition

• to understand the major schools of thought that have shaped Chinese civilization

• to draw on a rich cultural resource for different perspectives on questions of our time

• to recognize traditional concepts that continue to inform Chinese thinking today

China, an emerging superpower, is heir to an ancient civilization that owes little to outside influences. This
compelling introduction to Chinese philosophy describes the major traditional schools of thought that
continue to underpin much of Chinese thinking today. It includes an outline of the country’s early history,
and traces the development of Chinese thought, which evolved in a continuum and generally in isolation
from the rest of the world, from the earliest concerns with ritual and divination until the arrival of Buddhism
in the first century.

The best known strand of Chinese philosophy is Confucianism, which is basically a philosophy of
relationships between different levels in a hierarchy, from the ruler down to the individual. In complete
contrast, the almost contemporary school of Laozi espoused the wisdom and freedom of the Dao, based on
the concept of alignment with nature and reverence for the environment. There followed schools of
analytical logic, Legalism, and the arrival of Buddhism, which became associated in China with the mystical
writings of Laozi, adding the dimension of compassion. These schools gradually fused in a neo-Confucian
synthesis that went unchallenged in China until the encounter with the West.

The book touches on the relationship between philosophical thought and politics, and brings the reader up to
date by looking at the considered way in which China has adapted foreign ideas in modern times. Written by
a distinguished author in clear, everyday language, it is a fascinating and accessible introduction to an
important subject.

ACCESS THE WORLD'S PHILOSOPHIES

Simple Guides: Philosophy is a series of concise introductions to the major philosophies of the world.
Written by experts in the field, these accessible guides offer a fascinating account of the rich variety of
arguments, ideas and systems of thought articulated by different cultures in the attempt to explore and define
the nature of reality and the meaning, purpose and proper conduct of life.

The Simple Guides will appeal to analytical thinkers and spiritual seekers alike. Taken together, they provide
a basic introduction to the evolution of human thought, and a point of reference for further exploration and
discovery. By offering essential insights into the world views of different societies, they also enable
travellers to behave in way that fosters mutual respect and understanding.
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From reader reviews:

Marisa Carney:

The book Chinese Philosophy - Simple Guides can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the great thing like a book Chinese
Philosophy - Simple Guides? A few of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that book can
give many information for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or
data that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Chinese
Philosophy - Simple Guides has simple shape however you know: it has great and large function for you.
You can look the enormous world by available and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Jennifer Knott:

The event that you get from Chinese Philosophy - Simple Guides is the more deep you excavating the
information that hide within the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book
is hard to recognise but Chinese Philosophy - Simple Guides giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The
writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood through anyone who read the item
because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your vocabulary
increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We propose you for having that Chinese Philosophy - Simple Guides instantly.

Robert Denney:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, small story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping Chinese Philosophy -
Simple Guides that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading
habit all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world far better then how they react
towards the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man or woman but
for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to start looking at as your
good habit, it is possible to pick Chinese Philosophy - Simple Guides become your personal starter.

Wanda Hardin:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may doesn't work at this
point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer might be Chinese Philosophy - Simple Guides why because the
wonderful cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or
content is actually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up
this book.
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