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David Strohmaier's long career as a firefighter has given him intimate knowledge of wildfire and its complex
role in the natural world of the American West. It has also provided him with a rare understanding of the
painful losses that are a consequence of fire. Strohmaier addresses our ambivalence about fire and the
realities of loss to it - loss of life, human and animal; of livelihoods; of beloved places. He also examines the
process of renewal that is yet another consequence of fire, from the infusion of essential nutrients into the
soil, to the sprouting of seeds that depend on fire for germination, to the renewal of species as the land
restores itself. Ultimately, according to Strohmaier, living with fire is a matter of choices, of "seeing the
connection between loss on a personal scale and loss on a landscape scale: in relationship with persons, and
in relationship to and with the land." We must cultivate a longer perspective, he says, accepting that loss is a
part of life and that "humility and empathy and care are not only core virtues between humans but are also
essential virtues in our attitudes and actions toward the earth." "Drift Smoke" is a powerful and moving
meditation on wildfire by someone who has seen it in all its terror and beauty, who has lost colleagues and
beloved terrain to its ferocity, and who has also seen the miracle of new life sprouting in the ashes. The
debate over the role and control of fire in the West will not soon end, but Strohmaier's contribution to the
debate will help all of us better appreciate both the complexity of the issues and the possibilities of hitherto
unconsidered solutions that will allow us to inhabit a place where fire is a natural, and needed, part of life.
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From reader reviews:

Marvin Perdue:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new facts. When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine the
story how the people do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people. When you read
this Drift Smoke: Loss And Renewal In A Land Of Fire (Environmental Arts and Humanities), you are able
to tells your family, friends and also soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire others, make
them reading a book.

Leonard Palmer:

Typically the book Drift Smoke: Loss And Renewal In A Land Of Fire (Environmental Arts and
Humanities) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book
was published by the very famous author. Tom makes some research prior to write this book. That book very
easy to read you can find the point easily after reading this book.

George Williams:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Drift Smoke: Loss And Renewal In A Land
Of Fire (Environmental Arts and Humanities), it is possible to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you
still want to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout people. What? Still
don't obtain it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Christina Bales:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-book
method, more simple and reachable. This specific Drift Smoke: Loss And Renewal In A Land Of Fire
(Environmental Arts and Humanities) can give you a lot of friends because by you considering this one book
you have issue that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. That book can be one
of one step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't
realize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We need to
have Drift Smoke: Loss And Renewal In A Land Of Fire (Environmental Arts and Humanities).
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