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In this volume, Ian Watt examines the myths of Faust, Don Quixote, Don Juan and Robinson Crusoe, as the
distinctive products of modern society. He traces the way the original versions of Faust, Don Quixote and
Don Juan - all written within a forty-year period during the Counter Reformation - presented unflattering
portrayals of the three figures, while the Romantic period two centuries later recreated them as admirable and
even heroic. The twentieth century retained their prestige as mythical figures, but with a new note of
criticism. Robinson Crusoe came much later than the other three, but his fate can be seen as representative of
the new religious, economic and social attitudes which succeeded the Counter-Reformation. The four figures
help to reveal problems of individualism in the modern period: solitude, narcissism, and the claims of the self
versus the claims of society. They all pursue their own view of what they should be, raising strong questions
about their heroes' character and the societies whose ideals they reflect.
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From reader reviews:

Ginger Amundson:

Now a day people that Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this Myths of Modern Individualism: Faust,
Don Quixote, Don Juan, Robinson Crusoe (Canto original series) book because this book offers you rich info
and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you
know.

Bradley Loy:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside along with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Myths of Modern
Individualism: Faust, Don Quixote, Don Juan, Robinson Crusoe (Canto original series) which is keeping the
e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.

Patrick Stokes:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Myths of Modern Individualism: Faust, Don
Quixote, Don Juan, Robinson Crusoe (Canto original series) can be the solution, oh how comes? A fresh
book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your time by reading in this fresh era is common not
a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?

Helen Hanson:

On this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you should
do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among the books in
the top list in your reading list will be Myths of Modern Individualism: Faust, Don Quixote, Don Juan,
Robinson Crusoe (Canto original series). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you
closer in turning into precious person. By looking upward and review this book you can get many
advantages.
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