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From Shirley MacLaine’s spiritual biography Out on a Limb to the teenage witches in the film The Craft,
New Age and Neopagan beliefs have made sensationalistic headlines. In the mid- to late 1990s, several
important scholarly studies of the New Age and Neopagan movements were published, attesting to academic
as well as popular recognition that these religions are a significant presence on the contemporary North
American religious landscape. Self-help books by New Age channelers and psychics are a large and growing
market; annual spending on channeling, self-help businesses, and alternative health care is at $10 to $14
billion; an estimated 12 million Americans are involved with New Age activities; and American Neopagans
are estimated at around 200,000. New Age and Neopagan Religions in America introduces the beliefs and
practices behind the public faces of these controversial movements, which have been growing steadily in late
twentieth- and early twenty-first-century America.

What is the New Age movement, and how is it different from and similar to Neopaganism in its underlying
beliefs and still-evolving practices? Where did these decentralized and eclectic movements come from, and
why have they grown and flourished at this point in American religious history? What is the relationship
between the New Age and Neopaganism and other religions in America, particularly Christianity, which is
often construed as antagonistic to them? Drawing on historical and ethnographic accounts, Sarah Pike
explores these questions and offers a sympathetic yet critical treatment of religious practices often
marginalized yet soaring in popularity. The book provides a general introduction to the varieties of New Age
and Neopagan religions in the United States today as well as an account of their nineteenth-century roots and
emergence from the 1960s counterculture. Covering such topics as healing, gender and sexuality,
millennialism, and ritual experience, it also furnishes a rich description and analysis of the spiritual worlds
and social networks created by participants.
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Anderson:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This New Age and Neopagan Religions in America (Columbia Contemporary
American Religion Series) book is readable simply by you who hate those straight word style. You will find
the information here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving also decrease the
knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer of New Age and Neopagan Religions in America
(Columbia Contemporary American Religion Series) content conveys the thought easily to understand by
most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different in the form of it. So ,
do you nevertheless thinking New Age and Neopagan Religions in America (Columbia Contemporary
American Religion Series) is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

James Oliver:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a e-book. The book New Age and Neopagan Religions in America (Columbia
Contemporary American Religion Series) it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of people that
recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have
enough space to create this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book
from the smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book possesses high quality.

Benjamin Nation:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled
New Age and Neopagan Religions in America (Columbia Contemporary American Religion Series) your
thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unknown for but
surely can be your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a e-book then become one contact
form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get previous to. The New Age and Neopagan
Religions in America (Columbia Contemporary American Religion Series) giving you a different experience
more than blown away your head but also giving you useful details for your better life with this era. So now
let us teach you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you
are finished studying it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time
activity?

Tyler Cote:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it in



e-book method, more simple and reachable. This specific New Age and Neopagan Religions in America
(Columbia Contemporary American Religion Series) can give you a lot of close friends because by you
taking a look at this one book you have matter that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting
person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you information that might be
your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than some other make you to be great persons. So , why
hesitate? Let's have New Age and Neopagan Religions in America (Columbia Contemporary American
Religion Series).
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