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From bloodthirsty conquest to exotic romance, stereotypes of Spain abound. This new volume by
distinguished historian Stanley G. Payne draws on his half-century of experience to offer a balanced, broadly
chronological survey of Spanish history from the Visigoths to the present. Who were the first “Spaniards”? Is
Spain a fully Western country? Was Spanish liberalism a failure? Examining Spain’s unique role in the
larger history of Western Europe, Payne reinterprets key aspects of the country’s history.

    Topics include Muslim culture in the peninsula, the Spanish monarchy, the empire, and the relationship
between Spain and Portugal. Turning to the twentieth century, Payne discusses the Second Republic and the
Spanish Civil War. The book’s final chapters focus on the Franco regime, the nature of Spanish fascism, and
the special role of the military. Analyzing the figure of Franco himself, Payne seeks to explain why some
Spaniards still regard him with respect, while many others view the late dictator with profound loathing.

    Framed by reflections on the author’s own formation as a Hispanist and his evaluation of the controversy
about “historical memory” in contemporary Spain, this volume offers deeply informed insights into both the
history and the historiography of a unique country.

A Choice Outstanding Academic Book

Best Books for General Audiences, selected by the Public Library Association
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From reader reviews:

Kate Word:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what you problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They have to answer that question because
just their can do that. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right. Because
start from on pre-school until university need this particular Spain: A Unique History to read.

Alice Black:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive at this point, people have
do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while is reading.
Yep, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than other is high.
For you personally who want to start reading the book, we give you this Spain: A Unique History book as
beginning and daily reading book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Erica Dennis:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire all their reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your kids, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some study before they write for their book. One of them is this
Spain: A Unique History.

Sarah Petty:

A number of people said that they feel bored when they reading a guide. They are directly felt that when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book Spain: A Unique History to make your
reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading skill is developing when you similar to reading. Try to
choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the sensation about book and reading
especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to wide open a book and read it. Beside that the book
Spain: A Unique History can to be your friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse using what must
you're doing of these time.
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