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In A Southern Moderate in Radical Times, David I. Durham offers a comprehensive and critical appraisal of
one of the South's famous dissenters. Against the backdrop of one of the most turbulent periods in American
history, he explores the ideological and political journey of Henry Washington Hilliard (1808--1892), a
southern politician whose opposition to secession placed him at odds with many of his peers in the South's
elite class. Durham weaves threads of American legal, social, and diplomatic history to tell the story of this
fascinating man who, living during a time of unrestrained destruction as well as seemingly endless
possibilities, consistently focused on the positive elements in society even as forces beyond his control
shaped his destiny.

A three-term congressman from Alabama, as well as professor, attorney, diplomat, minister, soldier, and
author, Hilliard had a career that spanned more than six decades and involved work on three continents. He
modeled himself on the ideal of the erudite statesman and celebrated orator, and strove to maintain that
persona throughout his life. As a member of Congress, he strongly opposed secession from the Union. No
radical abolitionist, Hilliard supported the constitutional legality of slavery, but working in the tradition of
the great moderates, he affirmed the status quo and warned of the dangers of change. For a period of time he
and like-minded colleagues succeeded in overcoming the more radical voices and blocking disunion, but
their success was short-lived and eventually overwhelmed by the growing appeal of sectional extremism. As
Durham shows, Hilliard's personal suffering, tempered by his consistent faith in Divine Providence,
eventually allowed him to return to his ideological roots and find a lasting sense of accomplishment late in
life by becoming the unlikely spokesman for the Brazilian antislavery cause.

Drawing on a large range of materials, from Hilliard's literary addresses at South Carolina College and the
University of Alabama to his letters and speeches during his tenure in Brazil, Durham reveals an intellectual
struggling to understand his world and to reconcile the sphere of the intellectual with that of the church and
political interests. A Southern Moderate in Radical Times opens a window into Hilliard's world, and reveals
the tragedy of a visionary who understood the dangers lurking in the conflicts he could not control.
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From reader reviews:

John Cleveland:

Precisely why? Because this A Southern Moderate in Radical Times: Henry Washington Hilliard, 1808-1892
(Southern Biography Series) is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap
it but latter it will jolt you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author
who write the book in such awesome way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining
technique but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer
or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book
have got such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold off
having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Rose Nguyen:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This A Southern Moderate in Radical Times: Henry
Washington Hilliard, 1808-1892 (Southern Biography Series) can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh book
you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this fresh era is common not
a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Dolly Taylor:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the
world. With the book A Southern Moderate in Radical Times: Henry Washington Hilliard, 1808-1892
(Southern Biography Series) we can have more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To get creative
person must want to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't always be
doubt to change your life by this book A Southern Moderate in Radical Times: Henry Washington Hilliard,
1808-1892 (Southern Biography Series). You can more pleasing than now.

Stephanie Landa:

A lot of people said that they feel bored when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the particular book A Southern Moderate in Radical
Times: Henry Washington Hilliard, 1808-1892 (Southern Biography Series) to make your own reading is
interesting. Your current skill of reading expertise is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose
very simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the sensation about book and examining
especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to available a book and learn it. Beside that the reserve A
Southern Moderate in Radical Times: Henry Washington Hilliard, 1808-1892 (Southern Biography Series)
can to be your new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of their



time.
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