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Who can afford not to understand the USA? Many facets of American life have been embraced around the
world, yet the sense of “just like in the movies” familiarity that first-time visitors often feel can be
misleading. Underneath the gleaming smile of American popular culture lies a rich and complex society that
brims with contrasts and contradictions. It is a culture of rugged individualism, of go-getters, of high-tech
high achievers. At the same time it is a deeply religious country with a quiet devotion to church and
charitable works.

This updated new edition of Culture Smart! USA also reveals a society in transition. The USA responded to
the 9/11 attacks by embarking on two overseas wars, while at home the subprime mortgage crisis rippled
through the economy, bringing the first African-American president to power during the biggest recession
since the 1920s. In an increasingly polarized political and cultural climate, and with an ever widening gap
between the haves and the have-nots, the rise of the social media has given more Americans a voice, from
the Tea Party on the right to the Occupy Wall Street movement on the left. As Americans wake up to a
changing world where their global economic dominance is no longer assured, attitudes and behavior are
being challenged and reassessed across the land.
Culture Smart! USA takes you on a tour of the core influences and ideals that have shaped this great country
and have driven the behavior and attitudes found on Main Street and in the workplace. It looks at Americans
at work, at home, and at play, and provides the visitor with an up-to-date cultural “road map” of this
dynamic, multifaceted society.
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From reader reviews:

Jack Lau:

The book USA - Culture Smart!: The Essential Guide to Customs & Culture gives you the sense of being
enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to become your
best friend when you getting tension or having big problem with the subject. If you can make looking at a
book USA - Culture Smart!: The Essential Guide to Customs & Culture to be your habit, you can get much
more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You
could know everything if you like start and read a guide USA - Culture Smart!: The Essential Guide to
Customs & Culture. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or some others.
So , how do you think about this e-book?

Richard Hennessy:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new information. When you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of
numerous ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make an
individual more imaginative. When you reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to
definitely imagine the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge
to other folks. When you read this USA - Culture Smart!: The Essential Guide to Customs & Culture, you
can tells your family, friends and also soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire others, make
them reading a publication.

Gene Lyons:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This USA - Culture Smart!: The Essential Guide to
Customs & Culture can be the answer, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are and so out of date,
spending your spare time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
books have than the others?

Betty Bass:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or real
their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition to can't
see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you. As we
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this USA - Culture Smart!: The Essential Guide to Customs & Culture can make you



sense more interested to read.
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