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This historical novel, Encounter (Mannam), by Hahn Moo-Sook, one of Asia's most honored writers, is a
story of the resilience in the Korean spirit. It is told through the experiences of Tasan, a high-ranking official
and foremost Neo-Confucian scholar at the beginning of the nineteenth century. Because of Tasan's
fascination with Western learning, then synonymous with Catholicism, he is exiled to a remote province for
18 years. In banishment he meets people from various social and religious backgrounds—Buddhist monks,
peasants, shamans—whom he would not otherwise have met. The events of Tasan's life are effectively used
to depict the confluence of Buddhist, Neo-Confucian, Taoist, and shamanistic beliefs in traditional Korea.

A subplot involves three young sisters, the daughters of a prominent Catholic aristocrat, and affords the
reader vivid glimpses into Yi-dynasty women's lives, particularly those of palace ladies, scholars' wives,
tavern keepers, shamans, and slaves. In contrast to the long-held Confucian stereotype of female
subservience, this story illustrates the richness of women's contribution to Korean culture and tradition.

Encounter's detailed narrative provides a broad and informed view of nineteenth-century Korea, making it a
highly useful book for courses on Korean literature and society. It will also be an engaging read for lovers of
historical fiction.
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From reader reviews:

Alan Dean:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book Encounter: A Novel of Nineteenth-Century Korea
(Voices from Asia). You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. As long as we know
about how is important some sort of book Encounter: A Novel of Nineteenth-Century Korea (Voices from
Asia). You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right,
simply because from book you can realize everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you
will end up known. About simple matter until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can
open a book or maybe searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel
bored to go to the library. Let's study.

Olive Wilson:

This Encounter: A Novel of Nineteenth-Century Korea (Voices from Asia) are reliable for you who want to
become a successful person, why. The main reason of this Encounter: A Novel of Nineteenth-Century Korea
(Voices from Asia) can be one of many great books you must have is actually giving you more than just
simple reading food but feed you with information that perhaps will shock your earlier knowledge. This book
is actually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed
types. Beside that this Encounter: A Novel of Nineteenth-Century Korea (Voices from Asia) giving you an
enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we realize it useful in
your day exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Lowell Oliver:

The book Encounter: A Novel of Nineteenth-Century Korea (Voices from Asia) will bring you to definitely
the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In
case you try to find new book to learn, this book very acceptable to you. The book Encounter: A Novel of
Nineteenth-Century Korea (Voices from Asia) is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-
book in the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Joshua Nichols:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that
need more time to be go through. Encounter: A Novel of Nineteenth-Century Korea (Voices from Asia) can
be your answer mainly because it can be read by you actually who have those short time problems.
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