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An Interview with the Author on the History News Network

A Founding Father with a Vision of Equality: Richard Newman's op-ed in The Philadelphia Inquirer

Author Spotlight in The Rochester Democrat and Chronicle

"Gold" Winner of the 2008 Foreword Magazine Book of the Year Award, Biography Category

Freedom's Prophet is a long-overdue biography of Richard Allen, founder of the first major African-
American church and the leading black activist of the early American republic. A tireless minister,
abolitionist, and reformer, Allen inaugurated some of the most important institutions in African-American
history and influenced nearly every black leader of the nineteenth century, from Douglass to Du Bois.

Allen (1760–1831) was born a slave in colonial Philadelphia, secured his freedom during the American
Revolution, and became one of the nations leading black activists before the Civil War. Among his many
achievements, Allen helped form the African Methodist Episcopal (AME) Church, co-authored the first
copyrighted pamphlet by an African American writer, published the first African American eulogy of George
Washington, and convened the first national convention of black reformers. In a time when most black men
and women were categorized as slave property, Allen was championed as a black hero. As Richard S.
Newman writes, Allen must be considered one of America's black Founding Fathers.

In this thoroughly engaging and beautifully written book, Newman describes Allen's continually evolving
life and thought, setting both in the context of his times. From Allen's early antislavery struggles and belief
in interracial harmony to his later reflections on black democracy and black emigration, Newman traces
Allen's impact on American reform and reformers, on racial attitudes during the years of the early republic,
and on the black struggle for justice in the age of Adams, Jefferson, Madison, and Washington. Whether
serving as Americas first black bishop, challenging slaveholding statesmen in a nation devoted to liberty, or
visiting the President's House (the first black activist to do so), this important book makes it clear that Allen
belongs in the pantheon of Americas great founding figures. Freedom's Prophet reintroduces Allen to today's
readers and restores him to his rightful place in our nation's history.
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From reader reviews:

Luis Acosta:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They can
be reading whatever they have because their hobby is reading a book. How about the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book once they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Freedom's Prophet: Bishop Richard Allen, the AME Church,
and the Black Founding Fathers.

Karen Olden:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or the idea for all people in
the world, what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
several personality and hobby per other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't want do
that. You must know how great and important the book Freedom's Prophet: Bishop Richard Allen, the AME
Church, and the Black Founding Fathers. All type of book could you see on many methods. You can look for
the internet solutions or other social media.

Robert Hyde:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but additionally novel and Freedom's Prophet: Bishop Richard Allen,
the AME Church, and the Black Founding Fathers or perhaps others sources were given knowledge for you.
After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science reserve
was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to bring their
knowledge. In different case, beside science publication, any other book likes Freedom's Prophet: Bishop
Richard Allen, the AME Church, and the Black Founding Fathers to make your spare time a lot more
colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Shelly Sampson:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source that will filled update of news. With this
modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social including
newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking the
Freedom's Prophet: Bishop Richard Allen, the AME Church, and the Black Founding Fathers when you
required it?
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