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The legal crusade of Myra Clark Gaines (1804?--1885) has all the trappings of classic melodrama -- a lost
heir, a missing will, an illicit relationship, a questionable marriage, a bigamous husband, and a murder. For a
half century the daughter of New Orleans millionaire Daniel Clark struggled to justify her claim to his
enormous fortune in a case that captivated the nineteenth-century public. Elizabeth Urban Alexander taps
voluminous court records and letters to unravel the twists and turns of Gaines's litigation and reveal the truth
behind the mysterious saga of this notorious woman.

Myra, the daughter of real estate heir Clark and Zulime Carrière, a beautiful young Frenchwoman, was raised
by friends of Clark and kept ignorant of her real parentage until 1832, when she discovered her true lineage
in letters among her foster father's papers. She thereupon returned to Louisiana with tales of a lost will and a
secret marriage between Clark and Carrière and claimed to be Clark's missing heir. Was Myra the legitimate
daughter of the prominent merchant or the "fruit of an adulterous union?" The courts would decide.

The Great Gaines Case wound its tortuous path through the United States legal system from 1834 until 1891.
It was considered by the U.S. Supreme Court seventeen times and pursued even after Gaines's death by
lawyers trying to recoup fees. By courageously bringing her case to the courtroom and doggedly keeping it
there, Alexander asserts, Gaines helped instigate a new type of family law that provided special protection of
women, children, and marriages.

Though Gaines never recovered more than a tiny fraction of the rumored millions, this riveting chronicle of
her struggle for legitimacy and legacy as told by Elizabeth Urban Alexander is a gold mine for anyone
interested in legal history, women's studies, or a good yarn superbly spun.
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From reader reviews:

Pearl Sanders:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys this aren't like that. This Notorious Woman: The Celebrated Case of Myra Clark Gaines (Southern
Biography Series) book is readable by simply you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the
details here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge
that want to provide to you. The writer associated with Notorious Woman: The Celebrated Case of Myra
Clark Gaines (Southern Biography Series) content conveys the idea easily to understand by lots of people.
The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different such as it. So , do you continue to
thinking Notorious Woman: The Celebrated Case of Myra Clark Gaines (Southern Biography Series) is not
loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Anita Winn:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Notorious Woman: The Celebrated Case of Myra Clark Gaines (Southern Biography Series) your
brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unidentified for but
surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a publication then become one
web form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get ahead of. The Notorious Woman: The
Celebrated Case of Myra Clark Gaines (Southern Biography Series) giving you one more experience more
than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful details for your better life on this era. So now let
us explain to you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished
examining it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Loretta Pena:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind expertise
or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in comparison with
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all this time you only find guide that need more time
to be study. Notorious Woman: The Celebrated Case of Myra Clark Gaines (Southern Biography Series) can
be your answer given it can be read by anyone who have those short extra time problems.

Yolanda Harris:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library
as well as to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart
or real their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this
time there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to



reach Chinese's country. So , this Notorious Woman: The Celebrated Case of Myra Clark Gaines (Southern
Biography Series) can make you really feel more interested to read.
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