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Do survival instincts have anything to do with our architectural choices—our liking for a certain room, a
special stairway, a plaza in a particular city? In this engaging study Grant Hildebrand discusses ways in
which architectural forms emulate some archetypal settings that humans have found appealing—and useful
to survival—from ancient times to the present.

Speculating that nature has "designed" us to prefer certain conditions and experiences, Hildebrand is
interested in how the characteristics of our most satisfying built environments mesh with Darwinian
selection. In examining the appeal of such survival-based characteristics he cites architectural examples
spanning five continents and five millennia. Among those included are the Palace of Minos, the Alhambra,
Wells cathedral, the Shinto shrine at Ise, the Piazza San Marco, Brunelleschi's Pazzi Chapel, Frank Lloyd
Wright's Fallingwater, a Seattle condominium, and recent houses by Eric Owen Moss and Arne Bystrom.

Just what characteristics bestow evolutionary benefits? "Refuge and prospect" offer a protective place of
concealment close to a foraging and hunting ground. "Enticement" invites the safe exploration of an
information-rich setting where worthwhile discoveries await. "Peril" elicits an emotion of pleasurable fear
and so tests and increases our competence in the face of danger: thus the attraction of a skyscraper or a house
poised over a vertiginous ravine. "Order and complexity" tease our intuitions for sorting complex
information into survival-useful categories.

Gracefully written, with excellent illustrations that complement the text, Origins of Architectural Pleasure
will open the reader's eyes to new ways of seeing a home, a workplace, a vacation setting, even a particular
table in a restaurant. It also suggests important design considerations for buildings with a more pressing
mandate for human appeal, such as hospitals, retirement homes, and hospices.
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From reader reviews:

Stacee Stern:

The book Origins of Architectural Pleasure can give more knowledge and information about everything you
want. So just why must we leave a good thing like a book Origins of Architectural Pleasure? Wide variety
you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that will book can give many info for us. It is
absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, it is
possible to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Origins of Architectural Pleasure has simple
shape however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can search the enormous world by open
up and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Ronald Ybarra:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of
new information. When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of
numerous ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine
the story how the personas do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you read
this Origins of Architectural Pleasure, you can tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours reserve.
Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a book.

Tim Andrus:

You may get this Origins of Architectural Pleasure by go to the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or
reviewing it might to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this
publication are various. Not only by means of written or printed but also can you enjoy this book through e-
book. In the modern era like now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important
to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Gilbert Phillips:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but also novel and Origins of Architectural Pleasure or perhaps others
sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel want to read
more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those books are
helping them to add their knowledge. In other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Origins of
Architectural Pleasure to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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