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Passed On is a portrait of death and dying in twentieth-century African America. Through poignant
reflection and thorough investigation of the myths, rituals, economics, and politics of African American
mourning and burial practices, Karla FC Holloway finds that ways of dying are just as much a part of black
identity as ways of living. Gracefully interweaving interviews, archival research, and analyses of literature,
film, and music, Holloway shows how the vulnerability of African Americans to untimely death is
inextricably linked to how black culture represents itself and is represented.
With a focus on the “death-care” industry—black funeral homes and morticians, the history of the profession
and its practices—Holloway examines all facets of the burial business, from physicians, hospital chaplains,
and hospice administrators, to embalming- chemical salesmen, casket makers, and funeral directors, to
grieving relatives. She uses narrative, photographs, and images to summon a painful history of lynchings,
white rage and riot, medical malpractice and neglect, executions, and neighborhood violence. Specialized
caskets sold to African Americans, formal burial photos of infants, and deathbed stories, unveil a glimpse of
the graveyards and burial sites of African America, along with burial rituals and funeral ceremonies.
Revealing both unexpected humor and anticipated tragedy, Holloway tells a story of the experiences of black
folk in the funeral profession and its clientele. She also reluctantly shares the story of her son and the way his
death moved her research from page to person.
In the conclusion, which follows a sermon delivered by Maurice O. Wallace at the funeral for the author’s
son, Bem, Holloway strives to commemorate—through observation, ceremony, and the calling of others to
remembrance and celebration.
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From reader reviews:

Colby McCray:

This Passed On: African American Mourning Stories, A Memorial (a John Hope Franklin Center Book)
book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading
this book is definitely information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting
deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This Passed On: African American Mourning Stories, A
Memorial (a John Hope Franklin Center Book) without we realize teach the one who reading through it
become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't be worry Passed On: African American Mourning Stories,
A Memorial (a John Hope Franklin Center Book) can bring any time you are and not make your handbag
space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even phone. This Passed
On: African American Mourning Stories, A Memorial (a John Hope Franklin Center Book) having good
arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Melba More:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or their
friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic inside park. They
actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your personal free time/
holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you
ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try look for book, may be the reserve
untitled Passed On: African American Mourning Stories, A Memorial (a John Hope Franklin Center Book)
can be fine book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

James Matter:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your limited time to read it because this all time you only find book that need
more time to be read. Passed On: African American Mourning Stories, A Memorial (a John Hope Franklin
Center Book) can be your answer since it can be read by a person who have those short spare time problems.

Martin Williams:

It is possible to spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This Passed On: African American
Mourning Stories, A Memorial (a John Hope Franklin Center Book) is simple to develop you can read it in
the area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not include much space to bring often the printed
book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save typically the book in
your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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