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Praise for Saeed Jones:

"Jones is the kind of writer who’s more than wanted: he’s desperately needed."—FlavorWire

“This book leaves your body transformed in a way that poetry should." —ElevenEleven

"I get shout-happy when I read these poems; they are the gospel; they are the good news of the sustaining
power of imagination, tenderness, and outright joy."—D. A. Powell

“Prelude to Bruise works its tempestuous mojo just under the skin, wreaking a sweet havoc and rearranging
the pulse. These poems don't dole out mercy. Mr. Jones undoubtedly dipped his pen in fierce before crafting
these stanzas that rock like backslap. Straighten your skirt, children. The doors of the church are
open.”—Patricia Smith

“It’s a big book, a major book. A game-changer. Dazzling, brutal, real. Not just brilliant, caustic, and
impassioned but a work that brings history—in which the personal and political are inter-constitutive—to the
immediate moment. Jones takes a reader deep into lived experience, into a charged world divided among
unstable yet entrenched lines: racial, gendered, political, sexual, familial. Here we absorb each quiet
resistance, each whoop of joy, a knowledge of violence and of desire, an unbearable ache/loss/yearning. This
is not just a “new voice” but a new song, a new way of singing, a new music made of deep grief’s wildfire,
of burning intelligence and of all-feeling heart, scorched and seared. In a poem, Jones says, “Boy’s body is a
song only he can hear.” But now that we have this book, we can all hear it. And it’s
unforgettable.”—Brenda Shaughnessy

“Inside each hunger, each desire, speaks the voice of a boy that admits ‘I’ve always wanted to be dangerous.’
This is not a threat but a promise to break away from the affliction of silence, to make audible the stories that
trouble the dimensions of masculinity and discomfort the polite conversations about race. With impressive
grace, Saeed Jones situates the queer black body at the center, where his visibility and vulnerability nurture
emotional strength and the irrepressible energy to claim those spaces that were once denied or withheld from
him. Prelude to a Bruise is a daring debut.”—Rigoberto González

From "Sleeping Arrangement":

Take your hand out
from under my pillow.

And take your sheets with you.
Drag them under. Make pretend ghosts.

I can't have you rattling the bed springs
so keep still, keep quiet.

Mistake yourself for shadows.



Learn the lullabies of lint.

Saeed Jones works as the editor of BuzzfeedLGBT.
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From reader reviews:

Margert Lewis:

Do you among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
kind of aren't like that. This Prelude to Bruise book is readable simply by you who hate those perfect word
style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving also
decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer of Prelude to Bruise content conveys the idea
easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just
different such as it. So , do you even now thinking Prelude to Bruise is not loveable to be your top checklist
reading book?

Theodore Parish:

This Prelude to Bruise usually are reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The
key reason why of this Prelude to Bruise can be one of several great books you must have is usually giving
you more than just simple studying food but feed you with information that possibly will shock your
previous knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions
at e-book and printed people. Beside that this Prelude to Bruise giving you an enormous of experience for
instance rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that could it useful in your day exercise. So ,
let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Cheryl Kirkland:

Reading a book being new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you learn a book you
can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to the fact
book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that
you have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, in addition to
soon. The Prelude to Bruise provide you with a new experience in reading a book.

Mark Brainerd:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you could have it
in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This specific Prelude to Bruise can give you a lot of close
friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have point that they don't and make an individual
more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success. This
guide offer you information that probably your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than additional make
you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let's have Prelude to Bruise.
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