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Despite the formal appearance of a competitive, working democracy, Japanese politics in reality is
dominated by money, informal connections, and collusive practices. The promise of democracy championed
by the American Occupation (1945-1952) has been undermined by the informal apparatus of rule by 'fixers'
and power brokers. This book is about one of these 'stage managers,' Shin Kanemaru, who played a central
role in Japanese politics from the 1970s until the early 1990s. Working behind the scenes, Kanemaru
controlled or strongly influenced the administrations of five Japanese Prime Ministers from Nakasone to
Miyazawa. Kanemaru's political career exemplifies what can be called the tragedy of Japanese democracy:
ostensibly democratic and competitive, but in reality a system based on influence, bribery, collusion, and
personal connections. Kanemaru skilfully exploited the weaknesses of this system to enrich himself and his
cronies, and in the process discredited the authenticity of Japan's 'democracy' in the eyes of its citizens.
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From reader reviews:

Bill Underhill:

In other case, little people like to read book Shin Kanemaru and the Tragedy of Japan's Political System. You
can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a new book
Shin Kanemaru and the Tragedy of Japan's Political System. You can add information and of course you can
around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can learn everything! From your
country till foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you are able to
know that. In this era, we can open a book or searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can
utilize it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's go through.

Dora Bair:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared
to can satisfy your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find e-book
that need more time to be study. Shin Kanemaru and the Tragedy of Japan's Political System can be your
answer given it can be read by anyone who have those short free time problems.

Kristen Hancock:

The book untitled Shin Kanemaru and the Tragedy of Japan's Political System contain a lot of information
on the idea. The writer explains the girl idea with easy means. The language is very straightforward all the
people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was authored by famous author. The
author will bring you in the new era of literary works. You can read this book because you can read on your
smart phone, or model, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the
e-book, you can open their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice learn.

Anne Shibata:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Shin Kanemaru and the Tragedy of Japan's
Political System can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you know. You are so out of date, spending your
free time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the
others?
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