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In an age when computers process immense amounts of information by the manipulation of sequences of 1s
and 0s, it remains a frustrating mystery how prehistoric Inka recordkeepers encoded a tremendous variety
and quantity of data using only knotted and dyed strings. Yet the comparison between computers and khipu
may hold an important clue to deciphering the Inka records. In this book, Gary Urton sets forth a
pathbreaking theory that the manipulation of fibers in the construction of khipu created physical features that
constitute binary-coded sequences which store units of information in a system of binary recordkeeping that
was used throughout the Inka empire.

Urton begins his theory with the making of khipu, showing how at each step of the process binary, either/or
choices were made. He then investigates the symbolic components of the binary coding system, the amount
of information that could have been encoded, procedures that may have been used for reading the khipu, the
nature of the khipu signs, and, finally, the nature of the khipu recording system itself—emphasizing relations
of markedness and semantic coupling. This research constitutes a major step forward in building a unified
theory of the khipu system of information storage and communication based on the sum total of construction
features making up these extraordinary objects.
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From reader reviews:

Angela Jones:

The book Signs of the Inka Khipu: Binary Coding in the Andean Knotted-String Records (Linda Schele
Series in Maya and Pre-Columbian Studies) can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the best thing like a book Signs of the
Inka Khipu: Binary Coding in the Andean Knotted-String Records (Linda Schele Series in Maya and Pre-
Columbian Studies)? Some of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that book can give
many facts for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or
details that you take for that, you could give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Signs of the
Inka Khipu: Binary Coding in the Andean Knotted-String Records (Linda Schele Series in Maya and Pre-
Columbian Studies) has simple shape however, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can
seem the enormous world by available and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Irene Weinstein:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the subject Signs of
the Inka Khipu: Binary Coding in the Andean Knotted-String Records (Linda Schele Series in Maya and
Pre-Columbian Studies) suitable to you? Often the book was written by well-known writer in this era. Often
the book untitled Signs of the Inka Khipu: Binary Coding in the Andean Knotted-String Records (Linda
Schele Series in Maya and Pre-Columbian Studies)is the one of several books this everyone read now. That
book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new way
of measuring that you ever know previous to. The author explained their plan in the simple way, so all of
people can easily to recognise the core of this guide. This book will give you a great deal of information
about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Allison Walters:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of
new facts. When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of various ways
to share the information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read
this Signs of the Inka Khipu: Binary Coding in the Andean Knotted-String Records (Linda Schele Series in
Maya and Pre-Columbian Studies), you are able to tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours
guide. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a publication.

Jennifer Trojanowski:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Signs of the Inka Khipu: Binary Coding in



the Andean Knotted-String Records (Linda Schele Series in Maya and Pre-Columbian Studies) e-book
written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who
all read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only
for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still question Signs of the Inka Khipu: Binary Coding in the
Andean Knotted-String Records (Linda Schele Series in Maya and Pre-Columbian Studies) as good book but
not only by the cover but also by content. This is one guide that can break don't determine book by its
handle, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your studying sixth
sense already told you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.
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