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American s are justly proud of th e role their country played in liberating Europe from Nazi tyranny. For
many years, we have celebrated the courage of Allied soldiers, sailors, and aircrews who defeated Hitler's
regime and restored freedom to the continent. But in recounting the heroism of the "greatest generation,"
Americans often overlook the wartime experiences of European people themselves -- the very people for
whom the war was fought.

In this brilliant new book, historian William I. Hitchcock surveys the European continent from D-Day to the
final battles of the war and the first few months of the peace. Based on exhaustive research in five nations
and dozens of archives, Hitchcock's groundbreaking account shows that the liberation of Europe was both a
military triumph and a human tragedy of epic proportions.

Hitchcock gives voice to those who were on the receiving end of liberation, moving them from the edge of
the story to the center. From France to Poland to Germany, from concentration-camp internees to refugees,
farmers to shopkeepers, husbands and wives to children, the experience of liberation was often difficult and
dangerous. Their gratitude was mixed with guilt or resentment. Their lives were difficult to reassemble.

This strikingly original, multinational history of liberation brings to light the interactions of soldiers and
civilians, the experiences of noncombatants, and the trauma of displacement and loss amid unprecedented
destruction. This book recounts a surprising story, often jarring and uncomfortable, and one that has never
been told with such richness and depth.

Ranging from the ferocious battle for Normandy (where as many French civilians died on D-Day as U.S.
servicemen) to the plains of Poland, from the icy ravines of the Ardennes to the shattered cities and refugee
camps of occupied Germany, The Bitter Road to Freedom depicts in searing detail the shocking price that
Europeans paid for their freedom.

Today, with American soldiers once again waging wars of liberation in faraway lands, this book serves as a
timely and sharp reminder of the terrible human toll exacted by even the most righteous of wars.
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From reader reviews:

Kim Armstrong:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or even goal; it means that e-book
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the person who don't
like reading through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book if they found difficult problem or
even exercise. Well, probably you'll have this The Bitter Road to Freedom: A New History of the Liberation
of Europe.

Glenn Pryor:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can
get a lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your kids, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve
their skill in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write for their book. One of them is this
The Bitter Road to Freedom: A New History of the Liberation of Europe.

Ronald Cleary:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or their
own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic from the
park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill your
personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to test look
for book, may be the publication untitled The Bitter Road to Freedom: A New History of the Liberation of
Europe can be excellent book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Steven Evans:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not hoping The Bitter Road to Freedom: A New
History of the Liberation of Europe that give your fun preference will be satisfied by means of reading this
book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world much better
then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading behavior only
for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start
studying as your good habit, you can pick The Bitter Road to Freedom: A New History of the Liberation of



Europe become your starter.
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