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While the public and the media have been distracted by the story of Napster, warnings about the evils of
"piracy," and lawsuits by the recording and film industries, the enforcement of copyright law in the digital
world has quietly shifted from regulating copying to regulating the design of technology. Lawmakers and
commercial interests are pursuing what might be called a technical fix: instead of specifying what can and
cannot be done legally with a copyrighted work, this new approach calls for the strategic use of encryption
technologies to build standards of copyright directly into digital devices so that some uses are possible and
others rendered impossible. In Wired Shut, Tarleton Gillespie examines this shift to "technical copy
protection" and its profound political, economic, and cultural implications.Gillespie reveals that the real story
is not the technological controls themselves but the political, economic, and cultural arrangements being put
in place to make them work. He shows that this approach to digital copyright depends on new kinds of
alliances among content and technology industries, legislators, regulators, and the courts, and is changing the
relationship between law and technology in the process. The film and music industries, he claims, are
deploying copyright in order to funnel digital culture into increasingly commercial patterns that threaten to
undermine the democratic potential of a network society. In this broad context, Gillespie examines three
recent controversies over digital copyright: the failed effort to develop copy protection for portable music
players with the Strategic Digital Music Initiative (SDMI); the encryption system used in DVDs, and the film
industry's legal response to the tools that challenged them; and the attempt by the FCC to mandate the
"broadcast flag" copy protection system for digital television. In each, he argues that whether or not such
technical constraints ever succeed, the political alignments required will profoundly shape the future of
cultural expression in a digital age.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Totten:

The book Wired Shut: Copyright and the Shape of Digital Culture (MIT Press) can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing like a book Wired Shut:
Copyright and the Shape of Digital Culture (MIT Press)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about
guide. But one aim in which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now,
try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you are able to give for
each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Wired Shut: Copyright and the Shape of Digital Culture
(MIT Press) has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can search the
enormous world by open up and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Emil Townsend:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information today can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider while those information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now is taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Wired Shut: Copyright and the Shape of Digital
Culture (MIT Press) as your daily resource information.

Douglas Holmes:

This Wired Shut: Copyright and the Shape of Digital Culture (MIT Press) is great guide for you because the
content which is full of information for you who all always deal with world and possess to make decision
every minute. This particular book reveal it info accurately using great arrange word or we can state no
rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't
mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with beautiful delivering
sentences. Having Wired Shut: Copyright and the Shape of Digital Culture (MIT Press) in your hand like
getting the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no guide that offer
you world with ten or fifteen moment right but this reserve already do that. So , this really is good reading
book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt this?

Mandi Rice:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Wired Shut: Copyright and the Shape of Digital
Culture (MIT Press) can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are therefore out of date,
spending your extra time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have
than the others?
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