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In 1711, the imperious Virginia patriarch William Byrd II spitefully refused his wife Lucy's plea for a book;
a century later, Lady Jean Skipwith placed an order that sent the Virginia bookseller Joseph Swan scurrying
to please. These vignettes bracket a century of change in white southern women's lives. Claiming the Pen
offers the first intellectual history of early southern women. It situates their reading and writing within the
literary culture of the wider Anglo-Atlantic world, thus far understood to be a masculine province, even as
they inhabited the limited, provincial social circles of the plantation South.

Catherine Kerrison uncovers a new realm of female education in which conduct-of-life advice—both the dry
pedantry of sermons and the risqué plots of novels—formed the core reading program. Women, she finds,
learned to think and write by reading prescriptive literature, not Greek and Latin classics, in impromptu
home classrooms, rather than colleges and universities, and from kin and friends, rather than schoolmates
and professors. Kerrison also reveals that southern women, in their willingness to "take up the pen" and so
claim new rights, seized upon their racial superiority to offset their gender inferiority. In depriving slaves of
education, southern women claimed literacy as a privilege of their whiteness, and perpetuated and
strengthened the repressive institutions of slavery.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Flynn:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled Claiming the Pen: Women and Intellectual Life in the Early
American South. Try to face the book Claiming the Pen: Women and Intellectual Life in the Early American
South as your good friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you truly feel alone and beside
that course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes
you considerably more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let us make new
experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Virginia McNally:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about the
data about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book.
One of them is this Claiming the Pen: Women and Intellectual Life in the Early American South.

Tara Huber:

It is possible to spend your free time to see this book this guide. This Claiming the Pen: Women and
Intellectual Life in the Early American South is simple to deliver you can read it in the playground, in the
beach, train along with soon. If you did not have much space to bring the particular printed book, you can
buy often the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. And so
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Elizabeth Schwartz:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source this filled update of news. In this
modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in
search of the Claiming the Pen: Women and Intellectual Life in the Early American South when you
essential it?
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