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At the heart of this volume are three trials held in Athens in the fourth century BCE. The defendants were all
women and in each case the charges involved a combination of ritual activities. Two were condemned to
death. Because of the brevity of the ancient sources, and their lack of agreement, the precise charges are
unclear, and the reasons for taking these women to court remain mysterious.

Envy, Poison, and Death takes the complexity and confusion of the evidence not as a riddle to be solved, but
as revealing multiple social dynamics. It explores the changing factors - material, ideological, and
psychological - that may have provoked these events. It focuses in particular on the dual role of envy
(phthonos) and gossip as processes by which communities identified people and activities that were
dangerous, and examines how and why those local, even individual,
dynamics may have come to shape official civic decisions during a time of perceived hardship.

At first sight so puzzling, these trials reveal a vivid picture of the socio-political environment of Athens
during the early-mid fourth century BCE, including responses to changes in women's status and behaviour,
and attitudes to ritual activities within the city. The volume reveals some of the characters, events, and even
emotions that would help to shape an emergent concept of magic: it suggests that the boundary of acceptable
behaviour was shifting, not only within the legal arena but also
through the active involvement of society beyond the courts.
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From reader reviews:

Jarred Chisolm:

The experience that you get from Envy, Poison, and Death: Women on Trial in Classical Athens is a more
deep you digging the information that hide into the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It
does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Envy, Poison, and Death: Women on Trial in
Classical Athens giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in a number
of way that can be understood by anyone who read this because the author of this book is well-known
enough. This book also makes your vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along
with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this Envy,
Poison, and Death: Women on Trial in Classical Athens instantly.

Ardith Bobo:

Envy, Poison, and Death: Women on Trial in Classical Athens can be one of your nice books that are good
idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that can increase your
knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article writer
giving his/her effort that will put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Envy, Poison, and
Death: Women on Trial in Classical Athens nevertheless doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the
hottest and based confirm resource details that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information
can drawn you into brand new stage of crucial contemplating.

Dallas Richardson:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than
can satisfy your short time to read it because this all time you only find book that need more time to be learn.
Envy, Poison, and Death: Women on Trial in Classical Athens can be your answer since it can be read by
you who have those short extra time problems.

Gaye Lewis:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This particular book Envy, Poison, and Death: Women on Trial in
Classical Athens was colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Envy, Poison, and
Death: Women on Trial in Classical Athens has many kinds or style. Start from kids until youngsters. For
example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character on there.
Therefore , not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to
choose the best book for you and try to like reading that.
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