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Includes an introduction by Patrick Bishop, bestselling author of Bomber Boys: Fighting Back 1940-
1945.

The Flying Officer X stories were written by H.E. Bates in his unprecedented role as an official war writer
with the R.A.F. during WWII, where he animates the realities faced by pilots tasked with protecting the skies
from enemy aircraft.

The resulting stories that appeared under the pseudonym Flying Officer X are portraits of individual pilots
narrated by an observer who, like Bates, is on the inside of the air force without being a pilot.

These portraits recount the personal history of the pilots, and convey the individual qualities and forces that
motivate them. They blend the action and suspense of aerial battles, friendships cut off too soon, and life
enduring against all odds.

In true Bates style, the New York Times noted "These are tales told in impressive quiet, tales that are innocent
of even the suggestion of flagrant heroism that colors so many stories about combat pilots."

Bloomsbury Reader is delighted to collect these stories into one volume for the first time, along with five
additional stories from the same period, never before included in a collection: 'Fishers' sees a bond between
two soldiers from very different walks of life; 'Happy Christmas Nastashya' sees an English officer encounter
a young woman in service to her country in Russia; 'The Bell' follows a young flying officer as he travels
back to a familiar pub to reminisce about a lost friend; 'From this Time forward' exposes the raw emotion of
losing a loved one; and 'Three Thousand and One Hours of Sergeant Kostek' shows us a man of
extraordinary character and flying ability.
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Curry:

Book is actually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Next
to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A publication The Complete Flying Officer X Stories will
make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about anything. But some
of you think this open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they are
often thought like that? Have you searching for best book or suitable book with you?

Homer Holmes:

With this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you have to do
is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience a look at some books. On the list of
books in the top record in your reading list is The Complete Flying Officer X Stories. This book and that is
qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking right up and
review this guide you can get many advantages.

Walter Burchett:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Complete Flying Officer X Stories was
colourful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book The Complete Flying Officer X
Stories has many kinds or category. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Detective Conan
you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are generally make
you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like
reading that will.

Bernie Watts:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or to make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart or real their
interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but nothing
reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also can't see colorful images on
there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this period, many
ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this
The Complete Flying Officer X Stories can make you experience more interested to read.
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