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China is the most rapidly urbanizing nation in the world, with an urban population that may well reach one
billion within a generation. Over the past 25 years, surging economic growth has propelled a construction
boom unlike anything the world has ever seen, radically transforming both city and countryside in its wake.
The speed and scale of China's urban revolution challenges nearly all our expectations about architecture,
urbanism and city planning. China's ambition to be a major player on the global stage is written on the
skylines of every major city. This is a nation on the rise, and it is building for the record books.
China is now home to some of the world's tallest skyscrapers and biggest shopping malls; the longest bridges
and largest airport; the most expansive theme parks and gated communities and even the world's largest
skateboard park. And by 2020 China's national network of expressways will exceed in length even the
American interstate highway system. China's construction industry, employing a workforce equal to the
population of California, has been erecting billions of square feet of housing and office space every year. But
such extensive development has also meant demolition on a scale unprecedented in the peacetime history of
the world. Nearly all of Beijing's centuries-old cityscape has been bulldozed in recent years, and
redevelopment in Shanghai has displaced more families than 30 years of urban renewal in the United States.
China's cities are also rapidly sprawling across the landscape, churning precious farmland into a landscape of
superblock housing estates and single-family subdivisions laced with highways and big-box malls. In a mere
generation, China's cities have undergone a metamorphosis that took 150 years to complete in the United
States.
The Concrete Dragon: China's Urban Revolution and What it Means for the World sheds light on this
extraordinary chapter in world urban history. The book surveys the driving forces behind the great Chinese
building boom, traces the historical precedents and global flows of ideas and information that are fusing to
create a bold new Chinese cityscape, and considers the social and environmental impacts of China's urban
future. The Concrete Dragon provides a critical overview of contemporary Chinese urbanization in light of
both China's past as well as earlier episodes of rapid urban development elsewhere in the world especially
that of the United States, a nation that itself once set global records for the speed and scale of its urban
ambitions.
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From reader reviews:

Anna Williams:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice by simply surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated that for a
while is reading. Sure, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than
other is high. In your case who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this The Concrete
Dragon book as nice and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Catherine Branch:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them household
or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different you
can read a new book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent
the entire day to reading a e-book. The book The Concrete Dragon it is quite good to read. There are a lot of
people who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have
enough space to bring this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this
book from your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book features high quality.

Patrick Garcia:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Concrete Dragon, you can enjoy both. It is fine
combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind
hangout guys. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Betty Peoples:

Beside this specific The Concrete Dragon in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get more close
to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh through
the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to
have The Concrete Dragon because this book offers to you readable information. Do you sometimes have
book but you don't get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in
your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you
still want to miss this? Find this book and also read it from now!
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