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The associational life of middle-class women in twentieth-century England has been largely ignored by
historians. During the Second World War women's clubs, guilds, and institutes provided a basis for the
mobilization of up to a million women, mainly housewives, into unpaid part-time work. Women's Voluntary
Service, which was set up by the Government in 1938 to organize this work, generated a rich archive of
reports and correspondence which provide the social historian with a unique window into the female public
sphere.
Questioning the view that the Second World War served to democratize English society, James Hinton
shows how the war enabled middle-class social leaders to reinforce their claims to authority. Displaying
'character' through their voluntary work, the leisured women at the centre of this study made themselves
indispensable to the war effort. James Hinton delineates these 'continuities of class', reconstructing intimate
portraits of local female social leadership in contrasting settings across provincial England (towns large and
small, shire counties, the Durham coalfield), tracing complex and often acerbic rivalries within the voluntary
sector, and uncovering gulfs of mutual distrust and incomprehension dividing publicly active women along
gendered frontiers of class and party.
This study reminds us how much Britain's wartime mobilization relied on a Victorian ethos of public service
to cope with the profoundly un-Victorian problems of total war. The women's associations so evocatively
explored here reached the apex of their effectiveness during the Second World War, sustaining an uneasy
balance between voluntarism and the expanding power of the state. In the longer term female social leaders
found themselves marginalized by bureaucracy and professionalisation. The stories told here demonstrate
that the Second World War changed English society far less than is often assumed. It was not until the 1950s
and 1960s that practices and attitudes laid down in the nineteenth century finally lost their purchase.
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From reader reviews:

Estella Powell:

Now a day people who Living in the era just where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information specially this Women, Social Leadership, and the Second
World War: Continuities of Class book because book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the
knowledge in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Annie Boyd:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not seeking Women, Social Leadership, and the
Second World War: Continuities of Class that give your fun preference will be satisfied by reading this book.
Reading routine all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world much better then how
they react toward the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading routine only for the geeky person
but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all you who want to start reading as your
good habit, you can pick Women, Social Leadership, and the Second World War: Continuities of Class
become your starter.

Marlys Wieland:

Beside this kind of Women, Social Leadership, and the Second World War: Continuities of Class in your
phone, it may give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge
you may got here is fresh in the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow small
town. It is good thing to have Women, Social Leadership, and the Second World War: Continuities of Class
because this book offers for you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you seldom get
what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this inside your hand. The
Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want
to miss the idea? Find this book and read it from at this point!

Connie Medina:

Guide is one of source of knowledge. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year to be able to year. As
we know those publications have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could also bring
us to around the world. Through the book Women, Social Leadership, and the Second World War:
Continuities of Class we can get more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To become creative
person must like to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't always be
doubt to change your life with that book Women, Social Leadership, and the Second World War:
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