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Robert J. Alexander traces organized labor from its origins in colonial Cuba, examining its evolution under
the Republic, noting the successive political forces within it and the development of collective bargaining,
culminating after 1959 in its transformation into a Stalin-model labor movement. In Castro's Cuba, organized
labor has been subordinate to the Party and government and has been converted into a movement to control
the workers and stimulate production and productivity instead of being a movement to defend the interests
and desires of the workers.

Starting with the organization of tobacco workers and a few other groups in the last years of Spanish colonial
rule, Robert J. Alexander traces the growth of the labor movement during the early decades of the republic,
noting particularly the influence of three political tendencies: anarchosyndicalists, Marxists, and
independents. He examines the generally unfavorable attitudes of early republican governments to the labor
movement, and he discusses the first central labor body, the CNOC, which was at first under anarchist
influence, and soon captured by the Communists. The role of the CNOC vis-á-vis the Machado dictatorship,
including the deal with Machado in 1933 is also discussed. Alexander then looks at the unions during the
short Grau San Martine nationalist regime of 1933 and the near-destruction of organized labor by the Batista
dictatorship of 1934-1937; the revival of the labor movement after the 1937 deal of the Communists with
Batista and the establishment of the Confederacion de Trabajadores de Cuba, as well as the struggles for
power within it, resulting in a split in the CTC in 1947, with the dominance of the Autentico-party controlled
group. During this period regular collective bargaining became more or less the rule. He then describes the
deterioration of the Confederacion of Trabajadores de Cuba under the Batista dictatorship of 1952-1959.
Alexander ends with a description of organized labor during the Castro regime: the early attempt of
revolutionary trade unionists to establish an independent labor movement, followed by the Castro
government's seizure of control of the CTC and its unions, and the conversion of the Cuban labor movement
into one patterned after the Stalinist model of a movement designed to stimulate production and
productivity—under government control—instead of defending the rights and interests of the unions'
members.

Based on an extensive review of Cuban materials as well as Alexander's numerous interviews,
correspondence, and conversations with key figures from the late 1940s onward, this is the most
comprehensive English-language examination of organized labor in Cuba ever written. Essential reading for
all scholars and students of Cuban and Latin American labor and economic affairs as well as important to
political scientists and historians of the region.
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From reader reviews:

Helen McCormick:

This book untitled A History of Organized Labor in Cuba to be one of several books in which best seller in
this year, honestly, that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will
easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail store or you can order it via online. The publisher of the
book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because you can read this book in your
Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this reserve from your list.

Mark Bunnell:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really opposite from
that. Just one activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love A History of Organized Labor in Cuba,
you can enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is
it? Oh can happen its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Della Ferguson:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may doesn't work at this
point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer is usually A History of Organized Labor in Cuba why because the excellent
cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content
is usually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up
this book.

Timothy Pace:

This A History of Organized Labor in Cuba is brand new way for you who has interest to look for some
information given it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or
else you who still having little bit of digest in reading this A History of Organized Labor in Cuba can be the
light food to suit your needs because the information inside this book is easy to get by anyone. These books
build itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book contact form. People
who think that in reserve form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So you cannot find
any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you.
So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book kind for your better life along with knowledge.
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