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The tumultuous twentieth century, told through the life of a single extraordinary woman

Rejected by a series of publishers, abandoned in a chest for twenty years, Goliarda Sapienza's masterpiece,
The Art of Joy, survived a turbulent path to publication. It wasn't until 2005, when it was released in France,
that this novel received the recognition it deserves. At last, Sapienza's remarkable book is available in
English, in a brilliant translation by Anne Milano Appel and with an illuminating introduction by Angelo
Pellegrino.
The Art of Joy centers on Modesta, a Sicilian woman born on January 1, 1900, whose strength and character
are an affront to conventional morality. Impoverished as a child, Modesta believes she is destined for a better
life. She is able, through grace and intelligence, to secure marriage to an aristocrat—without compromising
her own deeply felt values. Friend, mother, lover—Modesta revels in upsetting the rules of her fascist,
patriarchal society.
This is the history of the twentieth century, transfigured by the perspective of one extraordinary woman.
Sapienza, an intriguing figure in her own right—her father homeschooled her so she wouldn't be exposed to
fascist influences—was a respected actress and writer who drew on her own struggles to craft this powerful
epic. A fictionalized memoir, a book of romance and adventure, a feminist text, a bildungsroman—this novel
is ultimately undefinable but deeply necessary; its genius will leave readers breathless.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Casey:

The publication with title The Art of Joy: A Novel posesses a lot of information that you can study it. You
can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This particular book exist new know-how the information that
exist in this publication represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to learn how
the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you in new era of the syndication. You can read
the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Sergio Hawkinson:

This The Art of Joy: A Novel is great publication for you because the content which is full of information for
you who else always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it
info accurately using great organize word or we can claim no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read
this hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward
sentences but tough core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having The Art of Joy: A Novel in
your hand like having the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no book
that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen moment right but this book already do that. So , it is good
reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that will?

Dianne Roy:

The book untitled The Art of Joy: A Novel contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains your
girlfriend idea with easy means. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do certainly not worry,
you can easy to read the idea. The book was compiled by famous author. The author gives you in the new
period of time of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can continue reading your
smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice examine.

Stacy Abercrombie:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but also novel and The Art of Joy: A Novel as well as others sources
were given know-how for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel desire to read more and
more. Science book was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those textbooks are helping them
to include their knowledge. In additional case, beside science guide, any other book likes The Art of Joy: A
Novel to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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