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Sir Philip Sidney is one of the most important authors of the Elizabethan era. He died at the age of 31 and in
that time wrote the first great English novel, the Arcadia; the first major Petrarchan sonnet-sequence in
English, the Astrophil and Stella; and the first important English critical text, the Defence of Poesy. His short
life was extraordinarily eventful. He was the son of the Viceroy of Ireland and the nephew and heir of the
Queen's favourite, the Earl of Leicester. At 17 he began a three-year tour of Europe, during which he was
received at the Court of France, decorated by the French King, and got caught up in the St Bartholomew's
Massacre. At 22 he was chosen by the Queen as her representative on a diplomatic mission to the new
Emperor, Rudolph II, in Vienna. At 30 he nearly left with Drake for the New World, but was sent instead to
the Netherlands as part of English aid in their defensive war against the Spaniards. There he became
Governor of Flushing, one of the three Dutch cautionary towns granted to England. At 31 he took the field
and captured the town of Axel in a spectacular raid. A few months later he was wounded in a battle outside
Zutphen, and died of gangrene in October of 1586. During his lifetime he corresponded with a large number
of learned and public figures all over Europe, from Clusius the Imperial botanist to Ralph Lane the Governor
of Virginia (who wanted Sidney to succeed him), from Dom Antonio the Portuguese pretender to Hubert
Languet, Sidney's guide and mentor. This correspondence, which has never been published in full before,
provides a fascinating glimpse of the workings of Elizabethan life and politics. Nearly four hundred letters
are included here, with translations where necessary. The letters are accompanied by a detailed introduction
discussing Sidney's life and the writing, sending, receiving, and reading of personal letters in the sixteenth-
century, a textual introduction, biographical sketches of the correspondents, and explanatory notes.
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From reader reviews:

Peggy Hahne:

The book The Correspondence of Sir Philip Sidney (Volumes 1&2) can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So why must we leave a very important thing like a book The
Correspondence of Sir Philip Sidney (Volumes 1&2)? Several of you have a different opinion about e-book.
But one aim which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer
together with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you
may share all of these. Book The Correspondence of Sir Philip Sidney (Volumes 1&2) has simple shape
however, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by start and
read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Carrie Porter:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be sure that book is
very important for people. The book The Correspondence of Sir Philip Sidney (Volumes 1&2) was making
you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for
you. The publication The Correspondence of Sir Philip Sidney (Volumes 1&2) is not only giving you a lot
more new information but also to get your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your personal spend
time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship using the book The Correspondence of Sir Philip Sidney
(Volumes 1&2). You never sense lose out for everything when you read some books.

Nancy Jones:

Often the book The Correspondence of Sir Philip Sidney (Volumes 1&2) will bring someone to the new
experience of reading the book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. If you try to find new
book to see, this book very suited to you. The book The Correspondence of Sir Philip Sidney (Volumes 1&2)
is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more
readily to read the book.

James Sirois:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This guide The Correspondence of Sir Philip Sidney (Volumes 1&2) was filled in relation to
science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people
has several feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can feel
enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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