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As the largest, oldest, and wealthiest of the original thirteen colonies, Virginia played a central role in the
fight for independence and as a state in the new republic. This importance is reflected in the number of
Virginians who filled key national leadership positions. Three remarkable Virginians stand out in their
service to the new nation: George Washington as commander in chief during the Revolutionary War,
Thomas Jefferson as the philosophic voice of the country, and James Madison as the chief architect of the
nation’s new constitutional system. In The Great Virginia Triumvirate, John Kaminski presents a series of
biographical portraits that bring these three men remarkably to life for the modern reader.

The passage of time, coupled with the veneration so often surrounding historical figures, has obscured the
subtleties and complexities of the founding fathers’ characters. To cut through this fog of myth, Kaminski
relies on the words of the three Virginians themselves, sharing with us a trio of eloquent, and often candid,
voices. (Jefferson once told John Adams that he had not written a history of his times because that history
was to be found in his correspondence, where he could be especially direct and honest.) Kaminski also turns
to the people who personally knew the three great Virginians—their friends, family, acquaintances, and
enemies. Through their public and private writings, as well as the observations of their contemporaries, the
subjects’ distinctive qualities as individuals can be glimpsed with depth and immediacy.

Taken from letters, speeches, diaries, and memoirs, the quotations and vignettes included here shed light on
the actual person behind each public image. George Washington offering a bowl of hot tea at night to a guest
at Mount Vernon who has a cold; Thomas Jefferson extending condolences to John Adams on the death of
his wife, Abigail; and James Madison bequeathing the silver-hilted walking cane, left him by Jefferson, in
turn to the third president’s grandson, Thomas Jefferson Randolph—such moments reveal personality and
character in a way that no official act ever could.

"Much is known to one which is not known to the other," Jefferson wrote, "and no one knows everything."
The cumulative effect of many voices, however, can create a portrait of invaluable insight.
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From reader reviews:

Adrienne McGinnis:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
when those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take The Great Virginia Triumvirate: George
Washington, Thomas Jefferson, and James Madison in the Eyes of Their Contemporaries as your daily
resource information.

Alysa Appel:

This book untitled The Great Virginia Triumvirate: George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, and James
Madison in the Eyes of Their Contemporaries to be one of several books which best seller in this year, that's
because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this specific
book in the book retailer or you can order it through online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It
makes you quickly to read this book, because you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is
no reason for your requirements to past this book from your list.

Arthur Furr:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its protect may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in
the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer may be The Great Virginia Triumvirate: George Washington,
Thomas Jefferson, and James Madison in the Eyes of Their Contemporaries why because the great cover that
make you consider about the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content will be fantastic as
the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

William Chestnut:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's spirit
or real their interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there
but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring along with can't
see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As
we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this The Great Virginia Triumvirate: George Washington, Thomas Jefferson,
and James Madison in the Eyes of Their Contemporaries can make you really feel more interested to read.
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