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A vivid and engaging exploration of California's debt to the ancient world

Discussing the influence of the classics on America is nothing new; indeed, classical antiquity could be
considered second only to Christianity as a force in modeling America's national identity. What has never
been explored until now is how, from the beginning, Californians in particular chose to visually and
culturally craft their new world using the rhetoric of classical antiquity.

Through a lively exploration of material culture, literature, and architecture, American Arcadia offers a tour
through California's development as a Mediterranean haven from the late nineteenth century to the present.
In its earliest days, California was touted as the last opportunity for alienated Yankees to establish the refined
gentleman-farmer culture envisioned by Jefferson and build new cities free of the filth and corruption of
those they left back East. Through architecture and landscape design Californians fashioned an Arcadian
setting evocative of ancient Greece and Rome.Later, as Arcadia gave way to urban sprawl, entire city plans
were drafted to conjure classical antiquity, self-styled villas dotted the hills, and utopian communities began
to shape the state's social atmosphere.

Art historian Peter J. Holliday traces the classical influence primarily through the evidence of material
culture, yet the book emphasizes the stories and people, famous and forgotten, behind the works, such as
Florence Yoch, the renowned landscape designer and set designer for Gone with the Wind, and "Sister
Aimee" Semple McPherson, the most publicized Christian evangelist of her day, whose sermons filled the
Pantheon-like Angelus Temple. Telling stories from the creation of the famed aqueducts that turned the
semi-arid landscape to a cornucopia of almonds, alfalfa, and oranges to the birth of the body-sculpting
movement, American Arcadia offers readers a new way of seeing our past and ourselves.
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From reader reviews:

Laura Thompson:

The book untitled American Arcadia: California and the Classical Tradition is the guide that recommended
to you you just read. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you. The language
that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of research
when write the book, and so the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also might
get the e-book of American Arcadia: California and the Classical Tradition from the publisher to make you
considerably more enjoy free time.

Heather Wade:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the guide untitled American Arcadia: California and the Classical Tradition
can be excellent book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Matthew Gregg:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get
lots of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you have when
the spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading guides. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the book you have read is
American Arcadia: California and the Classical Tradition.

Cheri Tow:

This American Arcadia: California and the Classical Tradition is great e-book for you because the content
which is full of information for you who else always deal with world and possess to make decision every
minute. This specific book reveal it data accurately using great coordinate word or we can say no rambling
sentences in it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only provides
straight forward sentences but challenging core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having
American Arcadia: California and the Classical Tradition in your hand like keeping the world in your arm,
data in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no publication that offer you world with ten or fifteen minute
right but this reserve already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. busy do you
still doubt this?
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