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A sweeping historical epic and a radical new interpretation of Vasco da Gama’s groundbreaking voyages,
seen as a turning point in the struggle between Christianity and Islam

In 1498 a young captain sailed from Portugal, circumnavigated Africa, crossed the Indian Ocean, and
discovered the sea route to the Indies and, with it, access to the fabled wealth of the East. It was the longest
voyage known to history. The little ships were pushed beyond their limits, and their crews were racked by
storms and devastated by disease. However, their greatest enemy was neither nature nor even the sheer dread
of venturing into unknown worlds that existed on maps populated by coiled, toothy sea monsters. With
bloodred Crusader crosses emblazoned on their sails, the explorers arrived in the heart of the Muslim East at
a time when the old hostilities between Christianity and Islam had risen to a new level of intensity. In two
voyages that spanned six years, Vasco da Gama would fight a running sea battle that would ultimately
change the fate of three continents.

An epic tale of spies, intrigue, and treachery; of bravado, brinkmanship, and confused and often comical
collisions between cultures encountering one another for the first time; Holy War also offers a surprising new
interpretation of the broad sweep of history. Identifying Vasco da Gama’s arrival in the East as a turning
point in the centuries-old struggle between Islam and Christianity—one that continues to shape our
world—Holy War reveals the unexpected truth that both Vasco da Gama and his archrival, Christopher
Columbus, set sail with the clear purpose of launching a Crusade whose objective was to reach the Indies;
seize control of its markets in spices, silks, and precious gems from Muslim traders; and claim for Portugal
or Spain, respectively, all the territories they discovered. Vasco da Gama triumphed in his mission and drew
a dividing line between the Muslim and Christian eras of history—what we in the West call the medieval and
the modern ages. Now that the world is once again tipping back East, Holy War offers a key to understanding
age-old religious and cultural rivalries resurgent today.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Frey:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read some sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you
read you can spent 24 hours a day to reading a reserve. The book Holy War: How Vasco da Gama's Epic
Voyages Turned the Tide in a Centuries-Old Clash of Civilizations it is quite good to read. There are a lot of
people that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. When you did not have
enough space to deliver this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this
book out of your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book provides high quality.

Daniele Vaugh:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping Holy War: How
Vasco da Gama's Epic Voyages Turned the Tide in a Centuries-Old Clash of Civilizations that give your
entertainment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can
be said as the method for people to know world much better then how they react towards the world. It can't
be stated constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to be success
person. So , for every you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you can pick Holy War:
How Vasco da Gama's Epic Voyages Turned the Tide in a Centuries-Old Clash of Civilizations become your
personal starter.

Marcos Hawkins:

This Holy War: How Vasco da Gama's Epic Voyages Turned the Tide in a Centuries-Old Clash of
Civilizations is great e-book for you because the content that is full of information for you who always deal
with world and still have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it data accurately using
great plan word or we can say no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can
have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but difficult core
information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Holy War: How Vasco da Gama's Epic Voyages
Turned the Tide in a Centuries-Old Clash of Civilizations in your hand like finding the world in your arm,
facts in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no guide that offer you world inside ten or fifteen small
right but this reserve already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. busy do you
still doubt in which?

Kyle Smallwood:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be rare?



Why so many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes looking at, not only science book and also novel and Holy War: How Vasco da Gama's
Epic Voyages Turned the Tide in a Centuries-Old Clash of Civilizations or perhaps others sources were
given information for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel wish to read more and more.
Science e-book was created for teacher or even students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to
increase their knowledge. In various other case, beside science book, any other book likes Holy War: How
Vasco da Gama's Epic Voyages Turned the Tide in a Centuries-Old Clash of Civilizations to make your
spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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