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The astonishing story of America’s airwaves, the two friends—one a media mogul, the other a famous
inventor—who made them available to us, and the government which figured out how to put a price on air.

This is the origin story of the airwaves—the foundational technology of the communications age—as told
through the forty-year friendship of an entrepreneurial industrialist and a brilliant inventor.

David Sarnoff, the head of RCA and equal parts Steve Jobs, Jack Welch, and William Randolph Hearst, was
the greatest supporter of his friend Edwin Armstrong, developer of the first amplifier, the modern radio
transmitter, and FM radio. Sarnoff was convinced that Armstrong’s inventions had the power to change the
way societies communicated with each other forever. He would become a visionary captain of the media
industry, even predicting the advent of the Internet.

In the mid-1930s, however, when Armstrong suspected Sarnoff of orchestrating a cadre of government
officials to seize control of the FM airwaves, he committed suicide. Sarnoff had a very different view of who
his friend’s enemies were.

Many corrupt politicians and corporations saw in Armstrong’s inventions the opportunity to commodify our
most ubiquitous natural resource—the air. This early alliance between high tech and business set the
precedent for countless legal and industrial battles over broadband and licensing bandwidth, many of which
continue to influence policy and debate today.
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From reader reviews:

Lois Silvey:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book The Network: The Battle for the Airwaves
and the Birth of the Communications Age. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Given
that we know about how is important a new book The Network: The Battle for the Airwaves and the Birth of
the Communications Age. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by just a book.
Absolutely right, simply because from book you can learn everything! From your country right up until
foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you can know that. In this
era, we could open a book or maybe searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You need to use it
when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's examine.

Shirley Raine:

Book is written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can realize everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Adjacent
to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book The Network: The Battle for the Airwaves and
the Birth of the Communications Age will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel far more
confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think that open or reading the book
make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you
searching for best book or suitable book with you?

Hye Elliott:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As it is known
to us that book is very important for all of us. The book The Network: The Battle for the Airwaves and the
Birth of the Communications Age has been making you to know about other information and of course you
can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The publication The Network: The Battle for the
Airwaves and the Birth of the Communications Age is not only giving you a lot more new information but
also being your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your reserve.
Try to make relationship with all the book The Network: The Battle for the Airwaves and the Birth of the
Communications Age. You never truly feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Ann Macdonald:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get great deal
of stress from both day to day life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are
there when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then
do you ever try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time,
typically the book you have read is usually The Network: The Battle for the Airwaves and the Birth of the



Communications Age.
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