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Dramatic and documentary narratives about aggressive and garrulous women often cast such women as
reckless and ultimately unsuccessful usurpers of cultural authority. Contending narratives, however,
sometimes within the same texts, point to the effective subversion and undoing of the normative restrictions
of social and gender hierarchies. Words Like Daggers explores the scolding invectives, malevolent curses,
and ecstatic prophesies of early modern women as attested to in legal documents, letters, self-narratives,
popular pamphlets, ballads, and dramas of the era. Examining the framing and performance of violent female
speech between the 1590s and the 1660s, Kirilka Stavreva dismantles the myth of the silent and obedient
women who allegedly populated early modern England.

 

Blending gender theory with detailed historical analysis, Words Like Daggers asserts the power of women’s
language—the power to subvert binaries and destabilize social hierarchies, particularly those of gender—in
the early modern era. In the process Stavreva reconstructs the speech acts of individual contentious women,
such as the scold Janet Dalton, the witch Alice Samuel, and the Quaker Elizabeth Stirredge. Because the
dramatic potential of women’s powerful rhetorical performances was recognized not only by victims and
witnesses of individual violent speech acts but also by theater professionals, Stavreva also focuses on how
the stage, arguably the most influential cultural institution of the Renaissance, orchestrated and aestheticized
women’s fighting words and, in so doing, showcased and augmented their cultural significance.
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From reader reviews:

Lydia Sanders:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they are still students or the idea for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't would like do that. You must know how great and also important the book Words Like Daggers:
Violent Female Speech in Early Modern England (Early Modern Cultural Studies). All type of book is it
possible to see on many methods. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Robert Landers:

This Words Like Daggers: Violent Female Speech in Early Modern England (Early Modern Cultural
Studies) book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you
will get by reading this book is information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get details which is
getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Words Like Daggers: Violent
Female Speech in Early Modern England (Early Modern Cultural Studies) without we comprehend teach the
one who studying it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't always be worry Words Like Daggers:
Violent Female Speech in Early Modern England (Early Modern Cultural Studies) can bring if you are and
not make your case space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it within your lovely laptop
even cell phone. This Words Like Daggers: Violent Female Speech in Early Modern England (Early Modern
Cultural Studies) having fine arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not feel uninterested in
reading.

Bruce Benedict:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to share
the information or maybe their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people. When you read this Words
Like Daggers: Violent Female Speech in Early Modern England (Early Modern Cultural Studies), you could
tells your family, friends along with soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire different ones,
make them reading a reserve.

Jacqueline Stalling:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when they get a
half areas of the book. You can choose often the book Words Like Daggers: Violent Female Speech in Early
Modern England (Early Modern Cultural Studies) to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your



current skill of reading skill is developing when you including reading. Try to choose simple book to make
you enjoy to read it and mingle the opinion about book and studying especially. It is to be very first opinion
for you to like to available a book and read it. Beside that the reserve Words Like Daggers: Violent Female
Speech in Early Modern England (Early Modern Cultural Studies) can to be your brand new friend when
you're experience alone and confuse in what must you're doing of their time.
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